1

BRYKER WOODS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION | VOL. 47 | OCTOBER 2018 | AUSTIN, TEXAS

ANNUAL BWNA NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING
SAT, OCT 27, 2018 9:00 AM BRYKER WOODS ELEMENTARY
FROM THE PRESIDENT - JOYCE BASCIANO

- DO YOU KNOW -

ABOUT
PROP
J?

Election Day is Tuesday, November 6, 2018.
The closest voting station will be at Bryker
Woods Elementary and 34th.

If you need assistance in getting to a polling
station please; let a neighbor know, reach out
to the BWNA Board or call Lyft! They are
providing free rides all day!

“Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty”, is an expression that took on special meaning this
year. Besides the proposed expansion of MoPac in 2000, CodeNEXT posed the most serious threat to the character and quality of life of our neighborhood. Thankfully Bryker Woods
has some vigilant neighbors who spent hundreds of hours, along with other volunteers from
around Austin, deciphering CodeNEXT. Their detailed analysis of CodeNEXT revealed its
serious shortcomings. Warnings and outcry from the public failed to get the attention of the
city’s planning staff and some of our elected officials, so thousands of us put our signatures on
a petition to put CodeNEXT or a subsequent comprehensive Land Use Code to a public vote.
Thanks to that effort Prop J is on the Nov. 6th ballot. Be sure to read Michael Curry’s report “If
you want a Say, Vote Yes on Prop J” in this newsletter for compelling reasons to vote for Prop
J. Don’t let your guard down after the election because City Manager Spencer Cronk will be
presenting the new code rewrite process in January 2019 and we need to ensure that it will not
repeat the mistakes made by CodeNEXT.
We have made some headway on other neighborhood issues. The MoPac Sound Wall Project is
nearing completion. Be sure to read the Bill Woods’ historic background and the update from
“MoPac Man”, Steve Pustelnyk, Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority on the final touches
we can expect to see soon on our sound walls. Our Historic Review Committee continues to
reach out to perspective remodelers and new home builders encouraging them to maintain
the unique and distinct character of Bryker Woods. August “Happy” Harris has an update on
traffic issues in Bryker Woods. At least some of us will be getting traffic calming cushions. Fortunately, a break in the rain allowed us to have a successful National Night Out this year. Many
thanks to Celeste Hubert and Annette Graves for once again organizing this event and to the
Board members and neighbors who pitched in. Special thanks to Domino’s Pizza on MLK for
donating a variety of pizzas; our local Benchmark Bank and the Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority representatives for providing treats and swag.
Our annual meeting on Saturday October 27, 9 to 11 am in the Bryker Woods Elementary
School Cafeteria will feature presentations on topics of current interest, a presentation on Prop
J and one on the history and nature of Shoal Creek by renowned interpreter Ted Eubanks. The
meeting will be informative as well as entertaining and is an opportunity to renew your membership in BWNA. BWNA luminaria will be available for sale at the meeting. Hope to see all
of you there.
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SAFETY

SUPPORT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD! JOIN US TODAY!

SLOW DOWN, YOU MOVE TOO FAST….

Yes, I want to become an active member of the BWNA
I am enclosing my 2018 annual dues:
$20 Household Membership

Please renew my active membership

$100 Bryker Woods Supporter

$50 Bryker Woods Friend

$10 Retiree / Student Membership

Other $

AUGUST HARRIS, HAPPY HOLLOW

Name
Address

Phone

Email
Sign up online with PayPal at http://brykerwoods.org/bryker-woods-neighborhood-association/join-bwna or
mailthis form along with a check to: Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association, c/o Bill Woods, 3211 Funston St.,
Austin, TX 78703, or you may drop it off on his front porch (thank you for not putting in the mailbox).
Please indicate your interests below:
Communications/Newsletter

Neighborhood Planning

Neighborhood Parks & green spaces

Social gatherings

Transportation and Sidewalks

Traffic/Safety

Zoning issues

Historic District matters

Nature Club

I/my family would enjoy helping deliver the newsletter or other neighborhood information in my area!

WHY? HOW? WHEN? WHAT?
ship in the Association, shall be
Can I be a member?
determined by the Association
Membership is available to any
Board of Directors. Annual dues
person over the age of eighteen
for a given membership year
residing within the defined
may be paid to the Association
boundaries, and who considup until thirty days prior to the
ers such residence as his or her
Annual Meeting. Dues received
homestead for voting purposes
in any federal, state or local gov- after that date will apply instead
ernmental election registration, to the next membership year.
shall be considered a member of
the Association.

What are the Benefits of
BWNA Membership?
• Stay informed about the NA
and/or topics relevant to the
NA by joining our ListServ on
Yahoo Groups

Is my Home within
the BWNA?
Northern boundary: 35th
Street; Western boundary: Loop
1 (MoPac); Southern boundary: Westover Road; Eastern
boundary: Harris Boulevard Oakhurst Street – Shoal Creek.

IT
• Help support the mission
TWS
R
I
H
of BWNA which is to build a
AS
HIP
B W NE M B E R S
E
E
sense of community among its F R
M
NE W
diverse members and implement goals designed to promote
mutual interests for all

Current Membership Levels
$ 100 Bryker Woods Supporter
$ 50 Bryker Woods Friend
$ 20 Household membership
$ 10 Retiree / Student
Any terms of membership?
The annual dues, per household,
required for active member-

Pay by Mail or Online
Please make the check payable
to: Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association, c/o Bill
Woods, 3211 Funston St., Austin, TX 78703, or you may drop
it off in the drop box on his
front porch (thank you for not
putting in the mailbox). Or, you
may pay using PayPal or Credit
Card by going to www.brykerwoods.org and clicking on the
DONATE button.

• Become stronger and more
collaborative friends with
neighbors (pick up mail or
watch homes when others are
on vacation)

• Keep up to date with issues
and items that may directly
affect you and your family such
as neighborhood crime and
safety

• Increase your knowledge
and face-to-face activity with
neighbors and gain a sense of
community with others in the
neighborhood
• Network and get to know your
neighbors while sharing neighborhood information on safety,
health, and living

B R Y K E R W O O D S N E I G H B O R H O O D A S S O C I AT I O N

H

• Up to three newsletters a year
with event and other wonderful
information about events and
happenings in our neighborhood, such as our annual Picnic
on the Parkway and National
Night Out party

Like them, tolerate them or hate them, for neighborhoods across
the city – and around the country – nothing says “slow down”
like speed bumps or the less formidable speed cushions or pillows. They are a tool in what is referred to as traffic calming. Are
they effective – relatively. Are they perfect – no. We have so
few options to compel or force folks to slow down when driving through our neighborhoods. Some of you have a bit of a lead
foot, and YOU know who you are. Unfortunately, an awful lot of
the folks speeding, often recklessly, through our neighborhood
are folks cutting through
on the way to
somewhere else
or should I say
“waze.” Yes, the
app has some
responsibility
here because
it directs folks
down our
streets to avoid
congested corridors.
The arrival of apps like Waze and the congestion of MoPac, particularly during the recently completed improvement project, has
certainly exacerbated the problem. If and or when the “Grove” is
completed, you can expect additional cut-through traffic because
of the lack of connectivity to the project and no mitigation by the
developer beyond its immediate vicinity. (We tried and they said
no….) At the moment, streets most immediately affected by cutthrough traffic with limited mitigation including Jefferson and
Northwood and with no mitigation including Oakmont, West
29th. West 34th has lots of stop signs east of Jefferson but nothing
between Jefferson and Oakmont.
What’s a neighbor to do? Well, I have stood in the middle of the
road occasionally to slow folks racing up Oakmont. My wife didn’t
think that was a great idea but I found it somewhat effective. I
even got some lovely one-fingered salutes and a toot or two on
the horn! Police advise against the little yellow plastic people with
flags because it can give kiddos and their parents a false sense of
security. Some plastic people have even been targeted by drivers,
believe it or not. Traffic engineers don’t consider stop signs traffic
calming devices. Cyclists don’t either apparently - but I do. The
City Transportation Department seems to think putting up more
speed limit signs (BTW 25 mph in the hood) will get folks to voluntarily cooperate….right….. It was given direction from Council
several years ago to improve connectivity. It started working on
the Austin Strategic Mobility Plan in 2016 and is now in the third
and final phase of creating the plan. Consequently, staff are less
than enthusiastic about doing much to protect our neighborhoods if it impairs throughput.

So essentially, that leaves us with islands, bumpouts and speed
cushions to mitigate speed. Islands have gone over like lead balloons – they are being removed throughout Old Enfield and were
expensive to install in the first place. Bumpouts have had their
own set of issues and again are a bit more costly and unsightly.
That brings us and neighborhood streets like ours to speed cushions as the only viable option.
Neighbors led efforts to apply and pay for and install cushions on
both Oakmont and
on Jefferson
near Mohle
through
the City of
Austin’s local
area traffic
management
(LATM)
program.
BWNA supported these
neighbordriven initiatives to help make our little piece of paradise safer for
everyone. Since payment was made and everything was set, there
have been several City related issues that have delayed installation. We hope installation will at long last occur in November
after Oakmont is repaved necessitated by utility work that began
last year. On the other hand, folks on 29th were actively pursuing
an application when they were advised that the City had, at the
least, a moratorium on new applications while they took a look at
the program.
Traffic, cut-through traffic, and speeding are all problematic for
Bryker Woods, for our safety and quality of life. Unfortunately,
things will continue to get worse, at least incrementally, for a
number of streets in our neighborhood. With so few options
available as well as the apparent direction of the Mobility Plan,
like them or not, are our only viable solution. Until transporter
technology is developed anyway…..

G REG U NDE RWOOD RE ALTOR C: 512- 413 -7575
BRY KE R WOODS EXPE RIE NCE & EXPE RTISE
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MOPAC

AN UPDATE ON THE NEIGHBORHOOD SOUND WALLS.
In 1993, Frances Allen, from the Allandale Neighborhood, called an
Organizational Meeting of MONAC, the MoPac Noise Abatement
Coalition. Attending from Bryker Woods was Bill Woods and Francisco Valladares. Frances Allen and Ian Inglis were our organizational
officers. MONAC’s goal was published: “Our goal is to diminish
MoPac traffic noise to a reasonable level, thereby decreasing health
problems and preventing further deterioration of the affected innercity neighborhoods”.

Bill presented the following Resolution to the Annual Meeting of
Bryker Woods NA and it was passed unanimously:
“BE IT RESOLVED, That the Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association, in Annual Meeting on October 14, 1993, strongly endorses that
a noise abatement wall be constructed along those portions of MoPac
(Loop 1) which pass through residential neighborhoods. FURTHER,
that the Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association endorses the efforts of the group informally known as the Coalition of Neighborhoods boarding MoPac in its efforts to have such a Noise Abatement
Wall constructed.”
Over the years MONAC changed its name to MoPac Neighborhoods
Association Coalition, and it included all neighborhoods from the
river to Parmer Lane! We met countless times with CAMPO, Tx-

DOT, and other entities connected with the MoPac corridor, lobbying
for sound walls.
As we now know, the sound walls have been constructed. Below is
a summary about the current state of the walls, written by Steve
Pustelnyk, “the MoPac Man:”
The MoPac Improvement Project is winding down and the contractor
expects to be completely finished sometime in October. The sound
walls are all up, although the contractor is still doing some sound
wall repair and painting work. The majority of the remaining work
involves fixing things that don’t meet specification. For example,
patching sound wall panels that may have been damaged during the
installation process.
A secondary MoPac enhancements project is currently underway. A
new contractor has been hired for the enhancements project. The
new contractor will be installing an additional sound wall in front
of the Westminster Manor property between 35th Street and 45th
Street. An extended closure of part of the far right auxiliary exit lane
between 35th Street and 45th Street will be needed to complete this
work. The work could begin as early as mid-October and will take
about three months to complete. The new contractor is also installing
some wood fences behind the sound walls. The Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority has contacted Bryker Woods residents who
back up to the sound wall in regard to the wood fence installation
process. In addition, two wooden gates will be installed at Funston
and West 34th Streets as well as at the south end of the sound wall
near Oakmont Blvd and Mohle Drive to keep the area between the
sound walls accessible only for maintenance crews.

EVENTS

ERMAHGERD!

Interested in the issues and everything happening in our
neighborhood? Join the conversation at NextDoor.com!

Steve J. Pustelnyk, Director of Community Relations
Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority
spustelnyk@ctrma.org
(512) 996-9778 Main (512) 450-6289 Direct (512) 680-9997 Cell

VOLUNTEERING

CAN YOU LEND A HAND? OR A FOOT? OR A EAR?
Your Board of Directors is composed of neighbors who volunteer their time and energy to try to make our neighborhood what it is today: a
wonderful place to live! There are many tasks with which we need assistance, and we are asking our neighbors, to consider helping us with
these tasks:
Newsletter: Someone who can assume the
duties of Editor. Hopefully someone with
experience in funding, writing articles, and
publishing.

Zoning / Planning: We also need neighbors
who are interested in zoning and who could
meet with architects/builders/new owners in
planning their new home in Bryker Woods.

Social Committee: You know that your
Board sponsors several social events each
year: Picnic on the Parkway, National Night
Out, July 4th Parade.

These positions are not without support!! Your current Board members will continue to serve and assist and train new members for these
wonderful opportunities. Please think about how you can make a contribution to our neighborhood! If you are interested—and we really
hope you are—please contact Bill Woods, (osote3211@gmail.com) on how you can best help.

B R Y K E R W O O D S N E I G H B O R H O O D A S S O C I AT I O N

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT:
A SUCCESS!
Thank you to everyone that came out to the the Bryker Woods
National Night out event on October 2nd. A good time was
had by all! Thank you to Benchmark Bank for their continued
sponsorship of NNO and to Dominos Pizza on MLK for the free
Pizza! Dovetail Joints rocked the party with a playlist for all ages.
See you next year!
W W W. B R Y K E R W O O D S . O R G
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HOT TOPICS

KNOWLEDGABLE. EXPERIENCED.

LOCAL ROOTS. GLOBAL REACH.

READY TO REPRESENT YOU.

I

Contact me for any real estate need.

AUGUST
HARRIS
REALTOR®,

CLHMS

512.653.8611
august@moreland.com
moreland.com

am here to be of service to you and your family
if, and, or when the day comes that you decide
it is time to move. I have lived in our amazing
neighborhood my entire life and I am blessed to
have gotten to know many of you over the years,
through business, socially or through my leadership
in various organizations in our neighborhood and in
our community. Like you, I really do love it here.
Call me when you need a trusted representative
and a neighbor who appreciates you, the value
of your home and our neighborhood. After all, it
is not only what you know, but who you know in
Austin’s competitive real estate market that makes
a difference. I’ll put my LOCAL ROOTS and GLOBAL
REACH to work for you.

BRYKER WOODS MEMORIES

KEEPING BRYKER WOODS GREEN
IRENE PICKHARDT

When the 1981 Memorial Day flood hit Bryker Woods, we had
already lived in our house for over 5 years and I thought we knew
the neighborhood. It never occurred to me the “’our” 7-11 store
on Jefferson between 34th and 35th Streets would be a place
that people who’d lost their cars while trying to cross Shoal
Creek would come to use the pay phones to call for help. Or that
friends who lived on Jefferson north of 38th Street would pass
their 6-month-old baby over their heads from one to the other as
they struggled to get out of their suddenly flooded home.
Now, things have changed. The 7-11 store is gone and the City
bought out the homes along Shoal Creek, but much remains the
same. We still have Shoal Creek. I consider it the ecological jewel
of our neighborhood. We still have heavy rains. We still have
flooding risk in the City of Austin.
We’re now learning that the best way to manage heavy rains is
to work with nature, not against nature. Cities like New Orleans
and New York are working with consultants from Amsterdam to
learn the best strategies for flood control. Those strategies turn

IF YOU WANT A SAY,
VOTE YES ON PROP "J"
M I C H A E L C U R R Y, B R Y K E R D R I V E

On Tuesday, November 6, 2018, you can reaffirm your right to review and approve the City’s next comprehensive revision of the land
development code by voting “Yes” on Proposition J. Proposition J is
the CodeNEXT citizen petition initiative. If Austin voters approve
Proposition J, then before CodeNEXT (or a substitute comprehensive revision of the land development code) can become law, there
will be a waiting period and voter approval requirement.
Proposition J’s waiting period and voter approval requirements
apply to “comprehensive revisions of the land development laws.”
Comprehensive revisions are once in a generation complete overhauls of a City’s land development laws such as in 1985 and as
proposed with CodeNEXT. Opponents have claimed that Prop. J
would “hogtie” the City and prevent code improvements. Not true.
Proposition J does not require a waiting period or voter approval
for specific land development projects, targeted improvements to
the Code, public works projects, or the enactment of new programs
(such as flooding mitigation, new environmental safeguards or affordable housing) because those are not comprehensive changes to
zoning districts across the City as CodeNEXT proposed.
When CodeNEXT was “suspended” by the Council in August, the
Council indicated that they intended to restart a comprehensive
land development code revision (probably under a different name)
after the November 2018 election. The Council chose ballot language for Prop J that suggests a waiting period as long as three years
after adoption for a comprehensive revision. That is misleading. Under the City’s timeline, any waiting period would likely be about a
year or less after adoption. In fact, the waiting period can be shortened or even eliminated if this time the Council does its job and

adopts a code reflecting a community consensus. In all likelihood
it will take until the summer of 2020 to create a new process, hold
hearings and pass a revised code – if it is done the right way, that is,
from the ground up, not imposed from the top down. The Council
can amend Proposition J, including modifying the waiting period,
by a ¾ vote majority a few months later in November of 2020. So
the effective date of the revised code can be almost immediate if
there is strong support for the document. But it will take the prospect of a public vote on the revised code to get the Council to stop
dictating, start listening and work with the community towards a
consensus.
Only with this electoral accountability will we get a code that is
driven by facts, that keeps promises and respects rights. Only in
this way will we get a revised land development code that will be
fair to all neighborhoods in all areas of town, that reflects genuine
consensus and that allows us to shape the future, not surrender to
it. Only in this way will we get a say about the future of our homes,
our neighborhoods, and our city.
It took hundreds and hundreds of hours of detailed study to discover and expose the truth about CodeNEXT buried in reams of
paper and obscured by the City’s public relations presentations
and consultant jargon. It took 31,000 signatures. It took a lawsuit
and a victory in court.
You earned the right to vote; now it is time to preserve that right to
vote. On November 6th we make it formal. Vote “yes” to Proposition J to vote on CodeNEXT or its replacement. Vote “yes” to forge a
community-based consensus.

F O R Y O U R I N F O R M AT I O N

out to be what we knew all along. We need green space to absorb
the rainfall. We need wetlands and natural creek beds to funnel
that water to our lakes and rivers.
Our green space is at risk. The beautiful trees in Bryker Woods may
be a thing of the past as developers buy lots and add buildings.
We might have to rename our neighborhood. No more woods in
Bryker Woods.
I hope not

B R Y K E R W O O D S N E I G H B O R H O O D A S S O C I AT I O N

GOT HISTORY?
Bryker Woods was named by the Department of Interior, National
Park Service, as a National Register Historic District, part of the Old
West Austin Historic District that includes Bryker Woods, Enfield
and Pemberton Heights. For more on the history of Bryker Woods
visit https://brykerwoods.org/our-history/. The City of Austin has a
review process for building or remodeling in National Register Historic Districts. The full program and process can be reviewed online

at http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Planning/Applications_Forms/historic-review-nrhd.pdf. The Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association Historic Review committee wants to work with
you and the city to ensure this process is timely and efficient. Please
keep the neighborhood association in the loop when making new or
remodel plans. (Inquiries about historic review can be sent to Greg
Underwood at gunder99@aol.com)

W W W. B R Y K E R W O O D S . O R G

