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4th OF JULY PARADE! BRYKER WOODS PRoud

Many thanks to superstar neighbor MICHELE ORR and her team of
workers who organized the largest Bryker Woods July 4th Parade to
date! Favorite shots included the Grandpa with the Shark Visor with
the fantastic flag flying from the top, as well as the cool Dad from Kerbey Lane riding his skateboard. Thanks to longtime resident Lee Jones

for leading us in the Star Spangled Banner before Edward Tasch and
his legendary antique truck (decorated to the hilt!) routed the crowd
through our beautiful neighborhood. Kids, dogs, watermelon – the
perfect way to celebrate America in her best neighborhood. What
WILL be the craziest costume next year?!?
PHOTO: PAT BAILEY

National
Neighborhood
Night Out!

SAV E
THE
DATE!
OCTober 4

Neighbors proudly showing off their new Bryker Woods T-Shirts at this
years parade. For a limited time, you too can own an official BWNA
shirt. They come in Adult and Kids sizes as well as Men’s and Women’s
styles. Supplies are limited. See page 8 for ordering details.
www.brykerwoods.org

Set for Tuesday, October 4th, 6pm
to 8pm, Bryker Drive between 33rd
and 34th Streets. Mark your calendars for this fantastic annual party
featuring live music from Bryker
Woods’ own Dovetail Joints, delicious food generously provided by
local businesses, and the coolest
neighbors in Austin! Want to be a
part of the fun? Email Celeste Hubert@Yahoo.com and join the Social
Committee – the membership list is
short but very distinguished.
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YOU HAVE QUESTIONS. WE HAVE ANSWERS.
Can I be a member?
Membership is available to any
individual over the age of eighteen residing or owning property within the BWNA defined
boundaries.
Is my Home or Business
within the BWNA?
Northern boundary: 35th
Street; Western boundary: Loop
1 (MoPac); Southern boundary: Westover Road; Eastern
boundary: Harris Boulevard Oakhurst Street – Shoal Creek.
Can I vote at meetings?
BWNA Board of Directors regular monthly meetings are open
to all Bryker Woods residents or
property owners; however voting is limited to board members
only. Voting at meetings are by
voice vote. No proxy votes are
acceptable. Additionally, it is
generally assumed that when a
member speaks on an issue in
which he/she has a financial or
business interest, the member
shall so declare.

Current Membership Levels
$ 100 Bryker Woods Supporter
$ 50 Bryker Woods Friend
$ 20 Household membership
$ 10 Retiree membership
Any terms of membership?
The annual dues, per household,
required for active membership in the Association, shall be
determined by the Association
Board of Directors. Annual dues
are payable in advance at the
Annual Meeting (typically in
November). Additionally:
Annual memberships are for
one year and coincide with the
fiscal year of the BWNA which
shall begin on the first day of
January and end on the last day
of December in each year.

3211 Funston St., Austin, TX
78703, or you may drop it off in
the drop box on his front porch
(thank you for not putting in
the mailbox). Or, you may pay
using PayPal or Credit Card by
going to www.brykerwoods.org
and clicking on the DONATE
button.
What are the Benefits of
BWNA Membership?
• Stay informed about the NA
and/or topics relevant to the
NA by joining our ListServ on
Yahoo Groups
• Keep up to date with issues
and items that may directly affect you and your family such as
neighborhood crime and safety

All memberships have the same
rights, privileges, restrictions,
and conditions.
Pay by Mail or Online
Please make the check payable
to: Bryker Woods Neighborhood
Association, c/o Bill Woods,

Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association

• Help support the mission of
BWNA which is to build a sense
of community among its diverse
members and implement goals
designed to promote mutual
interests for all
• Increase your knowledge
and face-to-face activity with
neighbors and gain a sense of
community with others in the
neighborhood
• Network and get to know your
neighbors while sharing neighborhood information on safety,
health, and living
• Become stronger and more
collaborative friends with
neighbors (pick up mail or
watch homes when others are
on vacation)
• Three newsletters a year with
event and other wonderful
information about events and
happenings in our neighborhood, such as our annual Picnic
on the Parkway and National
Night Out party

Support your neighborhood! Join us today!

Pay BWNA Membership online

Recently the BWNA started accepting dues payment via PayPal in
an effort to make payment more convenient. Bryker Woods residents are encouraged to become active members of the BWNA. Annual household membership is $20.00 ($10.00 for retirees) and other
levels of membership are available for those who wish to generously
sponsor the enhancement of our neighborhood. Funds are used for
neighborhood social events, green space improvements and web
hosting fees. To become a member click the link on http://www.
brykerwoods.org homepage and submit a PayPal payment -- a quick
and easy way to support the neighborhood we all enjoy.

JOIN the BWNA news group

The Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association (BWNA) Forum is
for the discussion of events and issues related to the Bryker Woods
Neighborhood. We encourage all interested in following neighborhood news & events to subscribe to the BWNA news group. By
subscribing you can read, post or deliver email messages to other
BWNA news group subscribers. Please note only neighborhood residents are eligible to subscribe to the Yahoo Bryker Woods Neighborhood news group. Online tools are available that permit you to
get Bryker Woods information when and how you want. Subscribe
today and keep informed of neighborhood happenings!
HOW TO JOIN THE LISTSERV: Go to www.Yahoo.com. To the left
is a list of "Yahoo Sites". Click on "Groups". (If Groups is not in that
list, click on "More Yahoo Sites", then find "Groups" under the letter "G".) On the Yahoo Groups page is a search box. Type in "Bryker
Woods" and sign up using your name and email. Easy Peasey!
Questions? Ask a neighbor under the age of 30 = )

2011 Bryker Woods Board
of DIrectors

Sita Lakshminarayan, President
Irene Pickhardt, Vice President
Elizabeth Goettert, Secretary
Bill Woods, Treasurer
Celeste Hubert, Newsletter Editor
Michael Curry, Neighborhood Planning Committee Chair
Joyce Basciano, Zoning Chair
Members At Large:
Jerry Balaka
Derek Barcinski
Bonnie Barton
Sean Carnegie
Linda Godinez

www.brykerwoods.org

Annette Graves
Michelle Orr
Leah Petri
Randy Schrecengost

www.brykerwoods.org
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BUILDING A
NEIGHBORHOOD BY
BUILDING

Dearkergenius,
Bry

by Derek Barcinski

Bryker Woods is truly a great neighborhood. We have
wide streets, walkable food & retail and a wonderful
historic elementary school. The trees are fabulous and
the front porches connect us to coincidental passers-by.
Most of these features predate the current homeowners in Bryker Woods although we do have a few original
owners in our midst.
As current owners in Bryker Woods we need to act as
stewards of our neighborhood. We also need to look after the interests of our families. Kids grow up, home workspace needs change
and tvs have gotten bigger (even commanding a room of their own).
The needs ( or wants ) of our families combined with our desire to

The good news is that there are a number of Board Members on the
Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association (BWNA) who have been

The remodeling process in Bryker Woods is not the same as every

can be presented as new business or can be added to the agenda.

hood and prevent large scale change. Thus the remodeling process in
Bryker Woods has a few additional layers. These layers are more than
burdens or roadblocks -- they are procedures set up to ensure that
owners and builders preserve the character of the neighborhood that

that the historical status of their home or the size of the trees on their
lot will place additional requirements on their project. Depending on
the size and location of the proposed remodel, building permit applicants will require to pass reviews including:
1. Historic District Contributors status
2. Historic Landmark Commission
3. Heritage Tree status and Tree Ordinance compliance
4. McMansion height limit review and building tent compliance
5. Building area compliance and Impervious Cover compliance.
A properly drawn site plan showing trees and dimensions (sample
available online at the CoA website) and clear façade drawings of
your proposal are required for most of the reviews. There is specific
information that the City will require regarding building “envelope”
parameters that must also be part of your package.

gas, brake or bicycle. If you’d like to spiff up an island, you are hired!
Come to the next Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association meeting
(www.BrykerWoods.org) and let the beautifying begin! Glad you’re
our neighbor and that my brilliant mind was able to be helpful.

mentum becomes overwhelming. By having a neighborly conversation at the project onset, we can preserve the neighborhood we chose

changing are a part of that good health.

time applicant. This is largely due to the fact the various protective

the overtaxed office can be quite frustrating as owners are often told

to merciful crawl. Never, ever text while your foot is on a pedal –

it behooves everyone to have a discussion together before project mo-

The BWNA exists to keep the neighborhood healthy, growing and

CoA review begins at the Building Permit Department. This trip to

are simple: stop at stop signs; when approaching an island, slow down

Austin building permit will pass before the BWNA for comment and

All projects must go through a City of Austin (CoA) permit review

by the same CoA departments.

not to mention providing an occasional shady picnic spot. The “rules”

Utlimately, many of the approvals required before getting a City of

to live within.

ordinances were developed over many years and are not all handled

promise!): adding lovely greenspace and slowing down busy traffic,

modeling to come talk through their ideas at a board meeting. Items

attracted them in the first place.
process which can seem quite arbitrary and cumbersome to the first-

serve several uses (none of which is to drive neighbors batty, we

free to contact a board member for advice. The BWNA holds monthly meetings and we strongly urge any neighbor thinking about re-

Historic District formed to protect the character of our neighbor-

Welcome to the greatest little community in Austin. Our islands

through this process first or currently work within this arena. Feel

stay in Bryker Woods leaves us with one option: REMODEL !!
other neighborhood in Austin or the country. We are part of a Local

I just moved to Bryker Woods and love everything about this
neighborhood EXCEPT the crazy traffic. How am I supposed
to drive around the Bryker Woods islands?

34th Street & Shoal Creek
intersection to close for
water repairs
The intersection of 34th Street and Shoal Creek Boulevard will be
closed to traffic for approximately four weeks for water and storm
water improvements. Construction began in late July and will
include the installation of new 12” water lines, improved and additional storm drainage systems and the installation of a retaining
wall at Shoal Creek.
Access to businesses along 34th Street will be maintained by using
Lamar or Medical Parkway to access 34th Street. Construction is
projected to be complete by August 21, 2011, in time for the beginning of the new school year, weather permitting.
Citizens and business patrons should be prepared for detours and
are advised to allow for extra time when traveling through this area
and are encouraged to drive carefully and courteously while the
work takes place.

www.brykerwoods.org

Brick Oven on 35th Street

1608 W 35th street • 512-453-4330
Mon. - Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 11am-9pm
www.brickovenon35th.com

Try one of our lunch specials
With a salad for only $7.50
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.

Text “BRICKOVEN”
to 90210
For Discounts
and Special Offers

$2.50 OFF

any large pizza or

Lasagna
Fettuchini Alfredo
Manicotti
Spiniach Ravioli
Lasagna

any gluten-free pizza

We’re Social...

www.brykerwoods.org
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Health Hazards in the Hood:

TYPHUS!

Typhus has been prevalent in our area for the past several years. As of June 2011, nineteen total
cases have been reported in Travis County, with the highest concentration in 78751 and 78703.
Typhus is a type of bacteria classified as a zoonosis; a disease of animals that can be transmitted
to humans. Many zoonotic diseases require a vector like a mosquito, tick or flea in order to be
transmitted from the animal host to the human host.

Where does it come from?

How will I know if my pet is infected?

How do I get murine typhus?

What steps can I take to prevent me and my pets
from contracting the disease?

Rats and their fleas are the natural reservoirs (animals that both
maintain and transmit the disease organism) for murine typhus.
Other animals, such as possums and domestic cats, may also be
involved in the transmission of murine typhus.

Typhus is not spread from person to person. People get murine
typhus from an infected flea. Most fleas defecate while biting; the
feces of infected fleas contain the murine typhus organism. Typhus
enters the body through the bite wound or from a person scratching the bite area. Fleas are infected by contact with infected animals. They are infectious for life (approximately one year). Animals
that can transmit the disease to fleas are: rats, domestic cats, opossums, raccoons, other small mammals.

Infected animals usually do not display symptoms. If your pets are
infested with fleas, their fleas may become infected and can transmit the disease to you.

Practice safe flea control! Rodent and wildlife fleas have the potential to spread disease, and it is important to control them both inside and outside your home, especially in combination with any rodent control measures. Limit your exposure by avoiding areas that
may be infested with fleas and wearing heavy clothing (long sleeved
shirts, long pants, socks and shoes) and use insect repellents containing DEET. Contact a commercial pest control company or use
products specifically labeled for flea control and follow the label
directions carefully. Thoroughly vacuum carpets and furniture to
remove flea eggs, larvae, pupae and adults before any flea control
product is applied. Use disposable vacuum bags and place them in
a plastic bag before discarding in the trash. Consult your veterinarian regarding oral and topical medications used for flea control and
make sure all household pets are treated. Yards should be mowed
and kept clear of heavy undergrowth and accumulated debris to
reduce areas where animals nest or hide. Remove woodpiles, junk
vehicles, old equipment and anything else that does or could provide rodent and wildlife harborage in the environment.
In addition to helping your neighborhood look beautiful, this latest
tip could keep you from becoming a victim of typhus!

How will I know if I have murine typhus?

The incubation period for murine typhus is 6 to 14 days. Symptoms
include headache, fever, nausea, and body aches. Five or six days after the initial symptoms, you may get a rash that starts on the trunk
of your body and spreads to your arms and legs. If left untreated,
the disease may last for several months. A doctor can conduct tests
to tell you if you have murine typhus.

What do I do if I get murine typhus?

If you suspect that you have murine typhus, see a doctor as soon
as possible. If you wait too long to see a doctor, you may have to be
hospitalized. Murine typhus is easily treated with certain antibiotics. Once you recover, you will not get it again.

www.brykerwoods.org

A Mini-Hotel in our ‘Hood?

By Joyce Basciano

Short Term Rentals (STRs) are a growing presence in Austin.
There are two categories of STRs. One is the occasional rental
of a primary residence by the owner while the owner is out of
town, or the rental of a garage apartment or ‘granny flat’, for a
short period (e.g. a week end, a two week period). Some Austin
residents are renting their homes during South by Southwest or
Austin City Limits, just to get away from the hubbub and noise
these events create. The second category is the STR as a business plan whereby a house in a residential neighborhood is used
as a mini-motel. That is, there is a stream of short term renters, which unlike tenants, are, typically, out of town vacationers
there for only a few days or weeks followed by the next set of
guests. In residential neighborhoods where commercial STRs
exist, concerns have been raised about impact on nearby neighbors and the long term effect of removing residential stock (and
families) from the neighborhoods. Unlike Bed and Breakfasts
(B&B) which are regulated and licensed by the City and require
the owner to be living in the B&B while rooms are being rented,
STRs are not regulated and are arguably operating in violation of
the Land Development Code.
Commercial STRs in single-family residential neighborhoods
are a very real presence in the City of Austin. Current estimates
place their number at just under 500 units, the overwhelming
majority of which are concentrated in central City neighborhoods. STRs have been prohibited in Sister City of Portland,
Oregon, our neighbor city of Rollingwood, New York City and
Paris, France. Commercial STRs are a a phenomena that needs
to be addressed. The City Council has asked the Planning Commission to recommend regulations for this activity and the
neighborhoods will be participating in this process.
www.brykerwoods.org
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Back-To-School Bugs!!
With Back To School season quickly approaching, young children
often bring home unwanted visitors- lice. Head lice are small,
tan to gray wingless insects. Eggs, or “nits” are glued to the hair
shaft at the scalp. Nits are dark until after they have hatched,
when they turn white. It takes 7-11 days for eggs to hatch. Females lay 3-5 eggs each day and live from 7-10 days.
Head lice reside on the hairy part of the head. If they drop off,
they only live for about 2 days. They are incapable of surviving on
the family pet. Head lice are not known to transmit any diseases
from person to person.

Did You Know that
Shoal Creek...

NEWS TO US…

serves as a home to many kinds of critters from Fish,
Turtles, Foxes, Raccons, Armadillos and Herons?
Throughout the year sightings of Bald Eagles, Boars,
Deer and even a Coyote have been reported.

Learn more about the creek, its history and all things
nature in central Texas by participating in the Bryker
Woods Nature Club. Find out more at bwnatureclub@
yahoogroups.com

Summer 2011 City of Austin Pool Schedule
Bailey Splash Pad

1101 West 33rd Street, 78703

(512) 419-1023

Dates

Monday - Friday (Closed Monday)

Saturday/Sunday

Activity

May 21 - September 11, 2011

9:00am - 8:00pm

9:00am - 8:00pm

Recreational

September 12, 2011

Closed for the Season
1600 Parkway at Kingsbury, 78703

(512) 391-1676

11am - 8pm

Recreational Play

4201 Burnet Road, 78756

(512) 380-9131

Pease Splash Pad
May 21 - September 11, 2011

9:00am - 8:00pm

September 12, 2011

Closed for the Season

Ramsey Neighborhood Pool
July 16 - August 12, 2011

8:00am - 10:00am

11:00am-12:00pm

Lap Swim

August 13 - August 21, 2011

1:00pm - 7:00pm

1:00pm - 7:00pm

Recreational Swim

August 22 - August 28, 2011

4:00pm - 7:00pm

12:00pm - 7:00pm

Recreational Swim

August 29, 2011

Closed for Season

West Enfield Neighborhood Pool

2000 Enfield Road, 78703

(512) 542-9176

7:00am - 9:00am

11:00am-12:00pm

Lap Swim

10:00am- 12:00pm

n/a

Swim Lessons

9:00am - 8:00pm

12:00pm - 7:00pm

Recreational Swim

5:30pm - 8:30pm

n/a

Swim Lessons

8:00pm - 9:00pm

n/a

Lap Swim

August 13 - August 19, 2011

12:00pm - 7:00pm

12:00pm - 7:00pm

Recreational Swim

August 20, 2011

Closed for the Season

July 16 - August 12, 2011

www.brykerwoods.org

To manage lice: Use an effective treatment. Head louse shampoos contain insecticides so they must be used properly and with
care. Wash the infested person’s hair in a sink or basin so insecticide does not come into contact with other parts of the body.
The person shampooing should wear rubber gloves. Do NOT use
off label products such as flea & tick shampoo, other insecticides
or gasoline.
Hair combing is an extremely important step in controlling head
lice. Many shampoos will not kill all eggs, so combing can help
to remove eggs from the hair shaft. Wet the hair and use a special metal louse comb to comb through small sections of hair.
Remove debris from the comb with a tissue and place it in a plastic bag that can be sealed and disposed of when you are finished
combing through all hair.
Clothing and bedding of the infested person should be washed
in hot, soapy water at the same time as the treatment. If items
cannot be washed, try dry cleaning. For items that cannot be
laundered, place them in a sealed plastic bag in the freezer for at
least 24 hours.

Bryker Woods is home to one of the oldest trees in Austin. The
beautiful Live Oak behind Bryker Woods School was officially
nominated to become the City of Austin’s “TREE OF THE YEAR”.
Listed in 1976 as a City of Austin “Heritage Tree”, the Bryker
Woods Live Oak is in excellent condition and has been well cared
for by both Bryker Woods Elementary School and AISD. At one
point a giant steel post was installed to support the tree’s massive
leaning trunk. This Live Oak is old enough to have provided shade
to native Americans and early settlers residing along the banks of
Shoal Creek which runs behind the school. Currently the tree’s
grand canopy provides shade for the children and staff at Bryker
Woods Elementary. Next to the tree is an array of solar panels, a
rain water cistern and the school’s organic garden. Having seen
much change, this mighty oak tree symbolizes the resilience,
gracefulness, tolerance and generosity for which Austin in known.

Official BWNA Shirts!
					
ONLY
						 $10!

It’s important to contact anyone your child has had close contact
with to let them know of the head louse infestation. This can
help everyone manage the problem at the same time so there is
less chance of reinfestation occurring.
It’s important to continue checking for head lice weekly so you
can keep tabs on reinfestation.
For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist at 512.854.9600. Check out my blog at www.urban-ipm.
blogspot.com

Show your Bryker Woods pride and enjoy an exceptionally wellmade American Apparel shirt in a variety of cool colors. Sizes for
Men (M-XXL), Women (S-L) and Children (2T-12). Sizes run a
little small. Email Michele Orr at DMOrr@ausitn.rr.com to place
your order – a great bargain at only $10 per shirt!

www.brykerwoods.org
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BRYKERWOODS. CLOSE
TO ANYTHING. AND EVERYTHING.
.
1 Kerbey Lane Cafe
2 1374 Live Oak
3 - 10 Bus Stop
11 Greenbelt
12 BW Elementary
13 Central Market
14 Wheatsville Co-op
15 Universtity of TX
16 Draught House
17 Hike and Bike Trail
18 Post Office

19 Seton Hospital
20 St. Andrews
21 Spider House
22 FINO
23 Texas Clothier
24 Dog Park
25 Creek
26 Bailey Park
27 Basketball

28 Tennis Court
29 Medical Parkway Printing
30 Yoga
31 Breed and Co
32 Vulcan Video
33 TX French Bread
34 Brykerwoods Vet
35 Anderson's Coffee
36 Pasta and Co
37 University Cycle
38 Blue Hole
39 Outdoor Theater
40 Snow Beach
41 Laguna Gloria
42 Day Care

For those who are looking to become
more involved in our community,
consider serving on a neighborhood
committee. Our current groups include
Safety, Social, Zoning, Neighborhood
Planning, Beautification, and Newsletter
Delivery. Your time commitment is only
as much as you wish to donate, and there
are opportunities throughout the year
to get involved. Contact Bill Woods at
Osote3211@Gmail.com for more details.
www.brykerwoods.org

www.brykerwoods.org

43 Camp Mabry
44 Frisbee Golf
45 Foodheads
46 Capra & Cavelli
47 Things Celtic
48 Russell's Bakery
49 Zimmet Dermatology
50 Brick Oven
51 Hillary Bergman Massage
52 Comerica Bank
53 El Arbol
54 Bank of America
55 Med-Savers
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