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Bryker Woods NeIGHBorHood AssocIAtIoN 
ANNUAL MEETING!

Saturday, November 9th, 9 am - 11 am at Bryker Woods Elementary

Topics Include:
1. Beautification Master Plan for Traffic Islands Within  
    Bryker Woods
     ·   Brainstorming Concepts
     ·   Island Adoption
2. Planting with Drought Tolerant Natives
    Presented by Travis County Master Gardener   
3. Shoal Creek Conservancy
    Presented by Executive Director, Joanna Wolaver

B R Y K E R  W O O D S  N E I G H B O R H O O D  A S S O C I AT I O N  |   V O L .  4 0   |   O C T O B E R  2 0 1 3   |   A U S T I N ,  T E X A S

It’s lovely to see how sometimes while things may change, key components often stay the same. The Bryker Woods neighborhood is no excep-
tion. While we have new construction on almost every street, the beautiful trees that were here 30 years ago stand stronger and more prominently 
today. Busy Mopac and the 35th Street corridor were simple rail tracks and roadways when your neighborhood association was formed; as heavily 
traveled as they are now, the lovely Shoal Creek still bubbles by (or gushes by, when we are blessed with rain!). The Bryker Woods Herald masthead 
was originally designed in the summer of  1983 by Bill Korbus, Associate Professor of  Journalism at UT and winner of  many design awards. It was 
later updated by neighbor Tom Shefelman, who still resides among us in the home he designed as one of  Austin’s most prominent architects. Sean 
Carnegie of  design firm LewisCarnegie teamed up with Shefelman to bring the masthead into the digital age, and we today have a neighborhood 
logo that still holds the best qualities of  those designed in the past, all while sporting an updated style. Merging the best of  old and new is a talent 
that Bryker Woods portrays quite well!
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President’s Message:

Spring is here!  It’s a great time to be outdoors.  Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association (BWNA) has embarked on the process of beautifying the island at 34th and Jefferson Streets.  BWNA  member Jerry Balaka, Vice President Derek Barcinski and immediate past President Edward Tasch have taken on the task of leading this project.  Be sure to read Ed-
ward’s article ‘A New “Triangle Park” for Bryker Woods’ on page 7.    We look forward to seeing the  nal beauti cation plans Jerry, Derek and Edward will present to us.
Thinking of making your house more energy ef cient?  “The greenest house is the one already built. But you can still make your old house even more eco-friendly,” is the word from the Heritage Society of Austin.   “How to Green Your Historic Home” a three-part education series sponsored by the Heri-
tage Society began March 30th with Part I that introduced the concepts of green building and sustainable preservation. Part II (Summer) will offer green choices for historic interiors and Part III (Fall) will offer sustainable, historically appropriate landscaping strategies.  Visit www.heritagesocietyaustin.org/
GreenHome.html for details.
The Neighborhood Planning process continues as stake-
holders decide the Future Land Use Map (FLUM) for our neighborhood.  Once the FLUM is completed, the process will focus on Zoning issues. It is not too late to get involved and I urge you to do so.  Drafts of sec-
tions of the Central West Austin Neighborhood Plan are at www.ci.austin.tx.us/zoning/central_west_austin.html. For more information contact BWNA Board Member Michael Curry at mcmediate@msn.com.
The City of Austin has opened the Neighborhood Assistance Center to address the needs of neighborhoods.  Neighbor-
hood Advisors Carol Gibbs and Jody Zemel have been hired to assist neighborhoods in dealing with Zoning, Ordinance and Land Development Code issues.  They will be introduced to the public at the Austin Neighborhoods Council meeting on Wednesday, April 22nd, 7 pm at the Austin Energy Head-
quarters,721 Barton Springs Road .    

BRYKER WOODS PLAYGROUP
All neighborhood kiddos and their caretakers invited! Get to know other fun families at our informal playdates. All ages welcome to meet at the Bryker Woods Elementary school play-
ground. April 7 - May 26 we’ll meet from 3:30PM-5PM on Tuesdays; after school is out, we’ll meet 9:30AM to 11AM Tuesday mornings.  These playdates are open to all West Austin neighbors - bring your own picnic blankets and snacks. We will schedule three or four playdates over the summer for incom-
ing Bryker Woods Elementary Kindergartners to get to know each other. Contact Lesli Mosser at mosser@austin.rr.com if you would like to learn more or get involved in planning. See you on the playground!!

Burglaries (mostly of vehicles) and vandalism contin-
ue to increase throughout West Austin.  Cord Dover, BWNA’s Social and Public Safety Chair, recommends following the Austin Police Dept. (APD) tips at www.
ci.austin.tx.us/police/autotheft.htm to help prevent burglary of vehicles.  Cord has been working with APD Officer Troy Schouest to set up a Neighborhood Watch Program.  Officer Schouest invites all of us to join his Ya-
hoo group http://groups.yahoo.com/group/centralwestdr/.  The West Austin Neighborhood Group will sponsor a West Austin-wide Crime Prevention Meeting later in April.  The neighborhoods of Central Austin (including BWNA) through the auspices of the Austin Neighborhoods Council (ANC) are putting together a more proactive neighborhood approach in preventing and fighting crime.  I recommend reading APD’s “Who’s Watching Your Neighborhood” at www.ancweb. org/city_ notices.htm for more informa-
tion.

The BEST crime prevention is a good neighbor! Thank you for keeping a watch out for each other.
Joyce Basciano, President
Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association
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The weather (albeit slightly humid) was perfect. The crowd 
size? Perfect! Food – Brick Oven Pizza and smoky grilled 
hotdogs – perfect. Perfect live music provided by the Dove-
tail Joints encouraged all generations present to dance in 
the streets. Even the Austin American Statesman showed up 
to chronicle our wonderful neighborhood celebration. And 
a true reflection of who we are: a full trunkload – over one 
hundred pounds – of food was gathered and donated to the 
Micah 6 Food Pantry. 
 Tremendous thanks goes to members of the Social Com-
mittee: Sandy Harwood & Amy Newman, Bethann & Beau 
Eccles, Stacy Stanfield, Tammy Jarocki, Lesli & Chris Moss-
ier, Celeste Hubert and Cord Dover. Thank yous further ex-
tend to our event volunteers Edward & Anne Tasch, Michael 
Curry, Bonnie & John Barton, Elizabeth Goettert, Linda 
Godinez, Irene Pickhardt, and all the wonderful volunteers 
who distributed tickets throughout the neighborhood (you 
know who you are!).
 Enormous thank yous to Kathleen Von Buren for donat-
ing her front yard and kids activities, Sandy Harwood & 
Amy Newman for their grill and front yard, Teo’s for the 
fabulous gelato, Jeff Davis and J-Squared Productions for 
arranging our bubble machine, Austin Outhouse, Medi-
cal Parkway Printing for our tickets, The Dovetail Joints 
Band, Brick Oven for the fantastic pizza, Capra & Cavelli 
for the $100 gift certificate, Agave Properties for the $100 
gift certificate to Brick Oven, Gardens for the $85 goody 
bag, Hillary Bergman for the great free chair massages and 
gift certificate, Toy Joy for the Rubick’s Revolutions, Zim-
met Dermatology for the goody bag, Bryker Woods PTA 
for Carnival tickets, and Vulcan Video, Randalls, Hill-
Bert’s, Polka Dots Cupcakes, Champions Academy, Dirty 
Dog, EZ’s, Kerbey Lane Café, Mangia Pizza, and P. Terry’s 
for their great gift certificates! Everyone who stayed into the 
evening was rewarded with a great door prize – so next year 
plan on partying with your neighbors through dusk. It was 
a perfect evening! Thanks for coming out, neighbor. And if 
we missed you, we'll see you next year!

Above: Dovetail Joints provided music that kept everyone dancing all 
night. Below: Hot, fresh and delicious food was served. Nobody went 
home hungry! Photos: Austin American Statesman. See more photos 
of the event on page 10 and online at www.BrykerWoods.org

NatioNal Night out
A Perfect Night in the Perfect Neighborhood

Breakfast Treats!  Breakfast Treats!  Breakfast Treats!  Breakfast Treats!  Breakfast Treats!
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Where kids eat free!
(be sure to call ahead, free promotions are subject to change without notice)
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MONDAY

casa chapala 
(with purchase of adult entree) 
 101 san jacinto
 (512) 479-1200

ZuZu 
(mondaY-wednesdaY with purchase 
of adult entree, after 5:30) 
 5770 n. mopac, suite 500
 (512) 467-9295

tueSDAY 

austin java 
(with purchase of adult entree)
locations:
 1206 parkway @ 12th & lamar
 (512) 476-1829
 1608 barton springs rd
 (512) 482-9450

central market cafe 
(dine in 5-9 pm, with purchase of adult entree) 
 4001 n. lamar 
 (512) 206-1000

kerbeY lane 
(with purchase of adult entree) 
locations:
 2606 guadalupe st.
 (512) 477-5717
 3704 kerbey lane
 (512) 451-1436

WeDNeSDAY 

Serrano’S Tex-Mex 
(with purchase of adult entree)
 5030 hwy. 290 w
 (512) 891-7592

WeDNeSDAY cont.
 luby’S 
(after 4:30 pm, with purchase of adult entree) 
 1410 e. anderson lane
 (512) 835-9454 

Texadelphia 
(after 3 pm, with purchase of adult entree) 
 501 w 15th street
 (512) 391-9189 

SAturDAY 

luby’S 
(all day, with purchase of adult entree) 
 1410 e. anderson lane
 (512) 835-9454 

Texadelphia 
(all weekend, with purchase of adult entree)
 7849 shoal creek blvd.
 (512) 454-3334 

Zen’S JapaneSe 
food fast 
(all weekend for 12 yrs and under with   
purchase of adult meal) 
locations:
 3423 guadalupe
 (512) 300-2633

 2900 w. anderson lane
 (512) 451-4811
SuNDAY 

MaMa Fu’S
(dine in, with purchase of adult entree) 
locations: 
 2nd st. district, 100 colorado
 (512) 637-6774
 4615 n. lamar blvd
 (512) 637-6773

Home to Austin

DEEP PAN - THIN CRUST - SALADS - WINGS - LOCAL - BEER - VEGAN

(512)

478-5712

neighborsfor our
Exclusive offer

FREE CHEESEBREAD!
with purchase of

ANY LARGE PIZZA
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603 W 29th

since 1976! CENTRAL

PRESENT DAY 

PArTy!
National Neighborhood Night Out 

Tuesday, October 1st, 2013 6pm - 8pm 
Bryker Drive between 33rd and 34th Streets   

Headlining Sponsor: Benchmark Bank 
Food Sponsors: Brick Oven on 35th Street  

and Conans Pizza 
BYOB All Neighbors Welcome!!

In the late 1970s a commercial re-zoning proposal at W. 34th and Jefferson 
threatened the stability of  Bryker Woods. The spontaneous opposition 
to that case galvanized a small group of  neighbors who committed 
themselves to preserving Bryker Woods as a residential neighbor-
hood. In those efforts, Bryker Woods was assisted by the West 
Austin Neighborhood Group — a relatively new association 
that covered several West Austin neighborhoods including 
Bryker Woods. When commercial re-development pressure 
continued unabated into the 1980s, it became apparent that 
Bryker Woods needed its own organization. A March 22, 1983 
living-room meeting led to the creation of  the Bryker Woods 
Neighborhood Association (BWNA), a voluntary organization 
of  neighbors committed to the preservation and improvement of  
Bryker Woods as a predominantly single-family neighborhood. Member-
ship grew quickly and by the time of  the first issue of  the Bryker Woods 
Herald in July, 1983, there were over 100 member households.

Rather than simply reacting to zoning applications, BWNA mem-
bers actively worked to get protections incorporated into the land devel-
opment rules and in 1987 the Neighborhood Association completed its 
own neighborhood plan based on neighborhood surveys and meetings. 
In 2000, Bryker Woods joined the Old Enfield and Pemberton Heights 
neighborhoods in a petition for recognition as a National Register His-
toric District. The application was granted in 2003 recognizing the three 
neighborhoods as substantially intact examples of  pre-war community 
development of  historic value. From 2007 to 2010, BWNA represented 
the neighborhood in the City’s neighborhood planning process, success-
fully incorporating many of  BWNA’s neighborhood planning concepts 
and defeating some potentially damaging proposals sought by city staff.

The Neighborhood Association has been involved in other signif-

icant land use, traffic, environmental and design issues too numerous 
to list. One of  its highest priorities, however, has been the protec-

tion of  Bryker Woods Elementary School – the crown jewel of  
the neighborhood. For example, BWNA fought the school’s 

potential closure years ago when the school district was 
considering consolidating some of  its smaller schools and 
joined with parents at the Air Control Board to turn back 
a potentially dangerous medical waste incinerator a few 

hundred yards from the campus. In addition to working on 
land use issues around the school, the Association contin-
ues to provide financial support and, through its members, 
many volunteer hours for the improvement of  the school 

grounds and programs.
But BWNA has been about more than issues and advocacy. It has 

also been about connecting neighbors and building community through 
projects, events, celebrations, newsletters and, now, the web page and 
list-serve. The Association has organized Shoal Creek cleanups, tree 
plantings and landscaping, the July 4th parade and the very popular Picnic 
on the Parkway and Neighborhood Night Out social gatherings.

Over the last 30 years, hundreds of  neighbors have contributed in 
ways large and small to preserving Bryker Woods as a great place to live. 
Many of  those were the original residents who moved into Bryker Woods 
when it opened in the 1940s. Their work endures through the example 
they set, the trees they planted, the neighborhood character they fought to 
preserve and the association they helped build. In truth, they were working 
and fighting more for the next generation — our generation — than for 
themselves. Now, decades later, it is up to all of  us to do the same.

We hope you will join the Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association 
in this work by becoming a member and contributing when you can.

30 YEAR ANNivERSARY Of ThE BRYkER WOODS 
NEighBORhOOD ASSOciATiON by Irene Pickhardt and Michael Curry

fYi: Shoal creek 
Walking Tours 
Save the Date

You are invited to join the Shoal Creek Conservancy for a series of  walk-
ing tours on the creek lead by naturalist, historian and world-renowed 
photographer Ted Eubanks in partnership with Preservation Austin and 
other local organizations. 

The walks will be held every Saturday morning in October and will 
include a historic bridge tour, a nature and history walks of  the northern 
and southern reaches of  the creek, and a birding tour. All walks will begin 
at the south entrance of  Pease Park at 9 a.m. All ages are welcome. Please 
mark your calendars to save the date and help us spread the word. 

We will send registration information and additional details later this 
month as well as post information on the Shoal Creek Conservancy web-
site (www.shoalcreekconservancy.org). 

Graphic Design

No job too big or small!

by

Britt Menendez
(415) 518-3259

brittmenendez@gmail.com

30

http://www.shoalcreekconservancy.org/
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3.02: Member Qualifications. Any person over 
the age of  eighteen residing within the defined 
boundaries, and who considers such residence 
as his or her homestead for voting purposes in 
any federal, state or local governmental elec-
tion registration, shall be considered a mem-

ber of  the Association. Active members are persons who have met the 
membership qualifications and who belong to households that have paid 
membership dues for the membership year. The membership year begins 
at the conclusion of  the Annual Meeting and runs through the end of  the 
next Annual Meeting.

3.03: Dues. The annual dues, per household, required for active member-
ship in the Association, shall be determined by the Association Board of  
Directors. Annual dues for a given membership year may be paid to the 
Association up until thirty days prior to the Annual Meeting. Dues received 
after that date will apply instead to the next membership year. payable in 
advance at the Annual Meeting.

3.04: Voting Rights. All adult members of  each household are eligible to 
attend and participate in meetings of  the Association. and to vote on mat-
ters before the Association. To be eligible to cast a vote at meetings of  the 
Association on any matter put to a vote the member must have been an 
active member for at least thirty (30) days prior to the meeting in question. 
Only one vote per household shall be counted in any election or balloting 
of  the membership on matters presented to the Association membership 
for a vote. No proxy votes are acceptable.

6.09 Other Officers. (a) The Membership Chairperson shall check the qual-
ifications of  membership applications, and maintain an accurate roster of  
all active members, available at each meeting of  the Board of  Directors.

9.05: Amendment to Bylaws. The Articles of  Incorporation of  the Asso-
ciation or these Bylaws may be amended by the affirmative vote of  two-
thirds of  the membership present and casting a vote at an annual or special 
meeting of  the Association, provided written notice of  the amendment(s) 
shall have been given the membership by mail or delivery at least thirty 
days prior to the meeting at which said amendment(s) are to be presented 
for consideration and adoption or by posting notice of  said amendments 
on the front page of  the Association website for at least thirty consecutive 
days prior to said meeting. Proposed amendment(s) to either the Articles 
of  Incorporation or these Bylaws originating with and sponsored by a ma-
jority vote of  the Board of  Directors shall be submitted at the annual or 
a special meeting of  the Association. Proposed Any active member may 
propose amendments to either the Articles of  Incorporation or these By-
laws. Proposed amendment(s) that are sponsored by fifteen percent (15%) 
or more of  active member households by petition and are presented to the 
Board of  Directors at least forty-five (45) days prior to the annual meeting 
must be considered at the annual meeting, unless considered at an earlier 
special meeting of  the Association by a majority vote of  the Board of  Di-
rectors. Proposed amendment(s) to either the Articles of  Incorporation or 
these Bylaws obtaining five percent (5%) or more household membership 
sponsors by petition must be submitted at the annual meeting for consider-
ation, unless presented at an earlier special meeting of  the Association by a 
majority vote of  the Board of  Directors.

Amendments to the Bylaws Proposed by the Board of Directors.[ciRcA MARch 1983]
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“When building a new home, the buyer should choose an architec-
tural style similar or suitable to that of other houses in the imme-
diate vicinity.  To be considered as a part of the whole community 
rather than as a separate and distinct entity, the design selected 
for the house should conform in general to the design of the other 
houses in the immediate neighborhood.

To illustrate, Federal Housing Authority officials say that 
because nine-tenths of the houses in a block are Cape Cod cot-
tages, it would not be necessary for the home builder to select a 
Cape Cod cottage.  It does mean, however, that if the majority of the 
houses are unpretentious and informal in design, the architec-
tural style of the house should be simple and restrained.

Conversely, if the majority of the houses in the community are 
pretentious, sophisticated and formal, it would be unwise to build 
a Mexican farmhouse, a Cape Cod cottage or some other informal 
house.

A neighborhood developed with houses of similar appearance 
is more stable, more attractive and more permanent.”

— reprinted from an article in the Austin American – February 1940

WhEN BuilDiNg A NEW hOME

mezzo monday! 
every monday  |  ALL NIGHT!

half off wines by the glass  |   half off piccoli piatti

 ciao!
3411 glenview ave. | austin, texas 78703 | 512 467 9898 

www.oliveandjune-austin.com
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On May 14, 1939, in the Sunday American Statesman, an ad appeared 
for Bryker Woods, and it included this poem:

ciRcA 1940, AuSTiN AMERicAN STATESMAN

lETTER fROM A gRATEful NEighBOR

“The three little piggies
Had a few dollars
Divided equally, too
But two little piggies didn’t know
With a dollar, what you could do!

The third little piggie, was a smart
Little piggie,
And made up his mind alone.
He bought a lot in Bryker Woods
And built himself  a home!”

An interesting thing happened the other day. As I was parking my car in 
Hyde Park I heard something strange, unfamiliar, musical and intriguing. 
I know this sound, I told myself  as I walked into the street for a better 
look. I’ve heard it before, long ago...and so I had. There, in a park set 
between two long drives were ten or so young boys playing football, no 
equipment, no parents or adults controlling every move, in fact no par-
ents at all. Running and shouting and fighting and getting dirty and doing 
it on their own, by their own rules, their own ideas about how 
football needs to be played.  

I know that sound, intimately. That’s how 
I and everyone I knew grew up – running 
around outside, playing pickup games of  
baseball, football, basketball, riding our 
bikes everywhere, exploring the park, 
trekking through the woods, building 
forts, climbing trees, falling out of  
trees....in our neighborhood in the 
early ‘70’s we had a whiffleball league. 
A couple of  us made ‘stadiums’ in our 
backyards out of  scrap wood, spray 
paint and imagination, each as idiosyn-
cratic as Fenway, Comiskey, Ebbets or the 
old Polo Grounds (in mine we made up for the 
short left field by playing balls off  the roof. always a 
challenge...). Again, no parents involved at any step of  the process. 
And we were what, 11? 12? On our own, creating a world of  life and 
imagination that can barely be imagined in 2013.  

As anyone who’s paying attention can tell, this has changed, When 
was the last time you saw neighborhood boys and girls playing a game 
of  football, on their own, in the park or in someone’s yard? When was 
the last time you saw this every day? When was the last time you saw 
kids running or riding their bikes down the street, yelling and screaming? 
When was the last time you saw this every day? When was the last time 
you told your children “Go outside! And be home in time for dinner!” 
When was the last time you did that.....every day?

In 2013 it’s no exaggeration to say children spend almost their entire 
lives indoors. In the span of  one generation, the average amount of  free 
time American children spend outdoors has shrunk to an almost un-
believable 4-7 minutes a day. In fact, only 25% of  our kids play outside 
at all on a daily basis, a complete reversal from only a generation ago. 
Meanwhile, the average amount of  daily screen time has ballooned to 7½ 
hours. Sometimes I have to ask myself  if  it’s real, if  our children have 
truly been alienated so completely from the world just outside our doors 
and windows. Yet a stroll through any of  Austin’s wonderful neighbor-

hoods, at any time of  day, confirms this: there are almost no children 
to be seen or heard. To my eyes and ears there’s nothing more Twilight 
Zone-ish than neighborhoods full of  children locked behind closed 
doors and windows; and as an adolescent therapist I see the results in 
my office – anxiety, depression, ADHD, internet and screens addictions, 
social isolation, and much more. 

Many things have changed since the late ‘60’s and ‘70’s when me 
and my neighborhood friends practically lived outdoors. Many 

things have not. Have the basic needs of  children 
and childhood changed? Probably not much, 

if  at all. Kids still need to experience the 
unrestrained exhilaration provided only 

by free time outdoors; kids still need to 
butt heads, fight, disagree, and work 
it out; kids still need to know what 
it’s like to run without ‘that voice’ 
telling them exactly how to do it. 
Kids need to be kids, and this is not 

possible when your world is a 20 x 20 
foot box or a 2 x 2 inch screen. Grow-

ing up we knew this without question, 
whether we were running along the top of  a 

string of  unused boxcars or biking 3 miles along 
the old railroad tracks to the mouth of  the Winooski 

River or digging foxholes in the backyard. Stuff  that would give 
many parents today an aneurism. Yet we survived, even, dare I say, 
thrived. Did we get hurt? Of  course we did. Did we take chances? Of  
course we did. Did we live in this world into which we were born, fully, 
completely, without fearfulness , with curiosity, courage, and wide eyed 
enthusiasm? Hell yes, we did. Kids, being kids, doing what kids do. 

So the question is this - how can we make it normal again for kids to 
be outside, living, laughing, being in the world into which they are born? 
Because the life I lived was not so long ago, or far away. We created that 
life, a life of  untethered joy and full on engagement with the world in 
which we actually live, not some sad, reductive electronic simulation. And 
if  we created it then we can create it now – we can remember the exhila-
ration and freedom, the unrestrained joy and celebration of  what it’s like 
to be a child, a bundle of  energy and wild eyed enthusiasm for everything 
new, full of  wonder and awe at the world right outside our doors and 
windows. Or maybe, just maybe, you remember..... 

We don’t stop playing because we grow old; 
we grow old because we stop playing.

George Bernard Shaw

MEMoriES, DrEaMS, rEflEctioNS by Steven Blaisdell MA, LPC

Come in and try one of our fantastic lunch specials
Each one comes with a salad for only $7.50

Mon. Lasagna
Tues.  Fettuccine Alfredo
Wed. Manicotti
Thurs.  Spinach Ravioli
Fri. Lasagna 

$2.50 OFF
any large pizza or 

any gluten-free pizza

Locally Owned & Operated
Patio Dining • Indoor Dining • Take-out • Catering

Brick Oven on 35th Street
1608 W 35th street  •  512-453-4330
Mon. - Sat. 11am-10pm  •  Sun. 11am-9pm

www.brickovenon35th.com

The Brick’s Gone Social

Text “BRICKOVEN”

to 90210

For Discounts and 

Special Offers 

[BWNA]

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/g/george_bernard_shaw.html
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Michael F. 
Lessner, D.D.S. 

 

 

Family & 
Cosmetic Dentistry 

 

Our practice has served the central 
Austin community since 1945. This year, 

Bryker Woods neighbor Dr. Michael 
Lessner celebrates 20 years of leading the 

practice. 
 
 

2907 Duval Street 
2 Blocks from UT Campus 

 
Scheduling appointments Monday-Friday 8-6  

512-472-5633 
 

  Steven Blaisdell MA, LPC 
 Adult and Adolescent Counseling and Therapy 

               Individual, Family, and Couples   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Innovative Solutions for Life’s Problems 

               www.stevenblaisdell.com 

        512.413.8908  

The Story of Your house
Want to know the story of  your house? Who owned it first, how was it 
changed through the years, did they love living here like we do? Here’s 
Home History 101:

1.  The Travis County Clerk’s permanent library contains millions of  doc-
uments dating from the 1800s to the present. Older documents are 
available on microfilm and newer documents can be viewed online.
The Recording Division is located at 5501 Airport Boulevard. They are 
open 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, Monday through Friday, except legal holidays. 
Email: recording@co.travis.tx.us, Telephone: (512) 854-9188.

Start with your current deed to pick up the name of  the seller. 
Next, look up that name to find the deed for their purchase which 
gave you the name of  their seller. You can research it all the way back 
and likely find the plans submitted to the mortgage company for the 
original house -- and who owned the land before there was a house.  
Plan for a few hours worth of  research to get this far back in history.

2.  Austin History Center is the local history collection of  the Aus-
tin Public Library and the city’s historical archive. They are locat-
ed at 810 Guadulupe Street and open Tuesday through Saturday, 
1-am to 6pm; open Sundays 12pm to 6pm, and closed Mondays. 
Phone: (512) 974-7480

Here you can pull old City Directories to piece together a list of  
all persons who have lived in the house. It’s not a phone book! The 
City Directory is a listing by street. Some years said “no response” 
but you can put together a pretty good list. (Helpful Hint: You won’t 
have to look up every year since you’ll already know who owned the 
house and when. If  the owner lived in the house, you’ll only need 
to check a couple of  years on either side of  the purchase/sale date.) 

3.  You can now Google the names you’ve found to discover a wealth of  
information, including your home’s former owners’ family members, 
careers and civic activities. My guess is that you’ll have an even bigger 
smile when your children climb that old oak tree or find a ‘treasure’ 
while digging in the back yard, knowing that generations of  families 
have left a legacy of  good memories within your property bounds. 

Service is not available in all areas, may be subject to credit approval and may require a deposit. Grande is a provider of low-income Lifeline services. To find out if you qualify, contact the Public Utility Commission at www.puc.state.tx.us or at 
1.888.782.8477. Internet speeds may vary and are not guaranteed. Other restrictions apply. The GRANDE COMMUNICATIONS marks and logos are service marks of Grande Communications Networks, LLC. All rights reserved. © 2013 Grande 
Communications Networks, LLC. © 2013 TiVo Inc. All rights reserved. TiVo and the TiVo logo are trademarks or registered trademarks of TiVo Inc. or its subsidiaries worldwide.
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866-2GRANDE
www.mygrande.com
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· FlexScreen - Take your recorded shows with you, on any device

· Internet speeds up to 110 Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload
· Wireless Home Networking - keeping your whole home connected
· SecureIT - Internet security for up to 3 PCs in your home

· Unlimited nationwide calling across the U.S., Puerto Rico, and more
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BIGGEST
SMALL BANK 

IN TOWN
Benchmark Bank has been serving Texans since 1964 and 

while we continue to grow and innovate, our emphasis on 

personalized customer service remains the priority.

Big bank skills, small bank style.
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Austin, TX 78705
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Austin, TX 78703
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