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MoPAC Update - Sound Walls?

 At its October meeting, MONAC (MoPac Neighborhood
Associations Coalition, made up of 14 Neighborhood As-
sociations bordering MoPac in central Austin) was told by
Austin Mayor Will Wynn and Travis County Commissioner
Karen Sonleitner that the project to build sound walls along
the MoPac corridor are on the way! But, first (as they say):
Using the proper sound absorption materials, sound walls
will not “bounce” sound deeper into the neighborhoods,
which someone mentioned a while back. This “theory” has
been disputed. Mayor Wynn said that he had met with Bob
Daigh, District Engineer, Texas Department of Transpor-
tation (TxDOT) recently and that Daigh had agreed to start
the sound wall project since he is confident that the rev-
enue will be forthcoming. Immediately, TxDOT will be-
gin taking sound readings along (continued)
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MoPac. They are looking for MoPac neighbors whose prop-
erty abuts MoPac who are willing to have their backyards
used for the sound testing equipment. This will be done
over a period of weeks, not months. It is possible, as a
result of the testing, that the sound walls will be variable
in height, materials, etc. Decisions on these matters must
be made and MONAC should form a committee to work
with TxDOT. By next spring, test panels will be up! Com-
missioner Sonleitner added that installing the sound walls
will not change the ROW (right-of-way), but will be in-
stalled where the current wooden fence is. Also, TxDOT
has assured her that we, as neighbors, will have a say in
how the walls look from our side and we will be in on the
decision making process. MONAC has also formed a com-
mittee to work with Mayor Wynn and TxDOT. Attend the
annual neighborhood meeting on Dec. 11th and hear the
latest on the sound wall from Mayor Will Wynn!

Bill Woods (BrykerWoods MONAC Representative)

Annual Meeting of the BrykerWoods Neighborhood Association

Saturday December 11th

9:30 am (coffee with the Mayor at 9:15am)
Bryker Woods Elementary School

Featured presentations:

Mayor Will Wynn’s presentation on Mopac noise walls “Soundwalls: a 29-year
unfulfilled promise. Now a dream come true.“

City Council Member Brewster McCracken presentation on
Commercial Design Guidelines Ordinance

Refreshments will be provided! Come visit with your neighbors.  Share your thoughts
and concerns about the various issues affecting the quality of life within the neighborhood.

Visit  http://www.BrykerWoods.org for more details.



President’s Message

Since I became president 3 years ago BrykerWoods has felt
increasing pressure from greater Austin’s growth.  More ve-
hicles are speeding down our neighborhood streets creating the
necessity for traffic calming measures.  BrykerWoods is losing
an increasing number of trees to development as home con-
struction pushes the limits on impervious cover and height re-
strictions.  Many of us moved to BrykerWoods because of its
proximity to downtown Austin and for the quiet, shady streets
of an old West Austin neighborhood.   What will our neighbor-
hood be like in the near future?  That is up to all of us.

The BWNA has tried hard, to preserve that quality of life we
hold so dear.   To calm traffic, we supported the installation of
4-way stop signs at the MoPac exit and entrance ramps.  This
past year BWNA fought for the inclusion of homes along Mopac
in the Old West Austin Historic District.  BWNA has also sup-
ported the Mopac Neighborhood Associations Coalition in its
efforts to obtain noise walls along the Mopac right-of-way.
BWNA has been monitoring the sewer tunneling project on
Shoal Creek between 29th and 34th Streets, which is scheduled
to be completed sometime in 2006.  It will be followed by long–
awaited greenbelt improvement projects, including low-water
crossings and hike and bike trail reconstruction.   BWNA is
asked to comment on rezoning and variance requests in the
neighborhood; often dispensing resource information to neigh-
bors with grievances and taking an active role in dealing with
the City.

What can you do to make BrykerWoods a better neighborhood?
Join us!   Learn more about the issues affecting your block and
the neighborhood as a whole.   The official City of Austin Neigh-
borhood Plan is likely to begin in 2006 or 2007.  Since the
process has been shortened, and BrykerWoods is joined in this
plan with Pemberton Heights and Old Enfield neighborhoods,
it would be wise of us to establish the character of our neigh-
borhood long before the official process begins.  Be a part of
BrykerWoods future: join us.  I look forward to working with
you.

Joyce Basciano (BWNA President)

BWNA Board Membership

President: Joyce Basciano (454-0207)
Vice President: Edward Tasch (478-1337)

Secretary: (position currently vacant)
Treasurer: David Boenisch (453-0304)

Members at Large

Jerry Balaka (453-1072)
Greg Chico (482-8755)

Michael Curry (453-7512)
Eldarose Cardenas (477-2178)

Irene Pickhardt (451-6820)
Randy Schrecengost (472-7952)

Tom Shefelman (477-9176)
Polly Lanning Sparrow (495-9568)

Margaret Tenney (236-8356)
Tracy Warren (476-0518)
Bill Woods (454-9180)

Donald Zappone (477-4395)

The The BrykerWoods Neighborhood Association
(BWNA) is 21 years old and serves as an advocate for
maintaining the quality of life within the BrykerWoods
neighborhood.

What the BWNA does: The BWNA follows city issues
affecting the neighborhood and transmits information to
residents (e.g. MoPac, commercial development,
zoning, transportation, utilities, ect.) . Some other
activities include:

• Represents the neighborhood in city policy decisions
• Publishes and distributes biannual newsletters
• Conducts at least one annual meeting
• Helps maintain greenspaces within the neighborhood
• Hosts annual 4th of July Parade
• Maintains a website for the neighborhood

Historic and recent calls to action:
√  Limited encroaching commercial development in
sections of the neighborhood bordering the 35th street
corridor
√  Fought to keep a 6th grade class at BrykerWoods
Elementary (BrykerWoods is the only elementary
school in Austin to have a 6th grade)
√  Had installed neighborhood traffic calming devices
on Jefferson to help reduce cut-through traffic speed
√  Protects the neighborhood from the expansion of
MoPAC and the 35th street corridors
√  Contributed and help achieve historic status for the
neighborhood
√  Created a city wide respected website for the
neighborhood rich in content
√  Cleans and help maintain greenspaces within the
neighborhood

Why the BWNA needs annual dues from members:
• production and distribution of biannual newsletters
• webserver fees and diskspace
• meeting refreshments
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Bike Lanes on West 29th Street re-striped

The city of Austin recently re-striped the bike lanes on
west 29th Street. Now it is possible to bike or walk from
our neighborhood east to Lamar on a designated “path”.
For neighborhoods without an extensive system of side-
walks such as ours, bike lanes serve as useful paths when
walking in the neighborhood. The city also replaced
the pavement makings at the various neighborhood
4way stop sign intersections. These markings as well
as the bike lanes help by providing motorist visual cues
on how to share the road with cyclists and pedestrians.
So make an opportunity to get out for a walk and enjoy
the lovely autumn days strolling through the
BrykerWoods Neighborhood!

A very special thanks to Joyce Basciano, Michael
Curry, Polly Lanning Sparrow, Margi Tenney and

Bill Woods  for their contributions to this edition of
the BrykerWoods Herald Newsletter.

December 11th Annual Meeting Agenda

9:15 AM -- “Social time” Come have coffee &
refreshments visit with neighbors and Austin’s
Mayor Will Wynn.

9:30 AM -- Will Wynn’s presentation on Mopac noise
walls and managed lanes “Soundwalls: a 29-year
unfulfilled promise. Now a dream come true“. To be
followed by brief Q&A.

10:15 AM -- BWNA officer elections. Updates on
possible sale of the State School (discuss WANG
survey.) Cite the zoning challenges we face as a
small urban neighborhood. Also updates on cut-
through traffic issues and the ACWP Shoal Creek
tunnel project.

11:00 AM -- Austin City Council member Brewster
McCracken presents Commercial Design Guidelines
Ordinance followed by brief Q&A.

11:45 AM -- Meeting adjourns (the school MUST
close by noon).

BrykerWoods Neighborhood Association 
2005 Membership Form

Yes! I want to join the BWNA I want to renew my BWNA membership

$10 regular household membership 

I have enclosed my 2005 annual dues for:

$5 retiree household membership

Name: _____________________________________________________________

Adress: ____________________________________________________________

Phone: ________________ Email:  ________________ Date:  ________________

Please indicate which topic or topics are of interest to you:

Communications/Newsletter

Traffic/Safety

Neighborhood Liaison

Zoning Issues

Neighborhood social gatherings 

Neighborhood PlanTransportation & Sidewalks

Neighborhood parks & greenspaces

Trees

Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association (BWNA)
c/o David Boenisch
1804 W. 34th Street
Austin, Texas 78703

Mail this form along with 
a check to the following 
address:



Possible Sale of Austin State School

The State of Texas is considering whether to maintain,
close or sell the Austin State School Campus at West
35th Street and Exposition (just south of Camp Mabry).
If the Austin State School property is recommended for
closure and sale, and if the Leg adopts the recommenda-
tion, a two-year process would begin to close and sell
the school. The West Austin Neighborhood Group
(WANG) is circulating a neighborhood survey through
all affected neighborhoods to obtain input concerning
the possible closure and/or development of the property.
This survey seeks input on what type of residential and/
or commercial development should occur if the prop-
erty is sold. Please note that we must actquickly. The
survey results need to be collected as quickly as pos-
sible as to be included in the December, 2004 HHSC
Public Meeting. A link to the survey may be found at the
www.brykerwoods.org website. Copies will be also made
available at the annual meeting for those who cannot
download an electronic survey.
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Shoal Creek Tunnel & Greenbelt Update

Construction has started on the Shoal Creek Wastewater
29th Street to 34th Street Tunnel. Perhaps you have no-
ticed the large yellow crane occupying this part of the
greenbelt near 29th Street. The project is part of the Aus-
tin Clean Water Program (ACWP), created in Novem-
ber 2001 to comply with the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) to eliminate Sanitary Sewer Over-
flows from Austin’s wastewater collection system. The
equipment and activity associated with this particular
project are located at the southwest corner of the Shoal
Creek & Lamar intersection (the tunnel’s beginning). A
62-inch tunnel will be created beneath Shoal Creek trav-
eling  upstream to an exit/connecting point located near
the west end of the State Street pedestrian bridge (be-
hind the Shoal Creek Hospital). The entire project is
scheduled to conclude in summer 2006. A side benefit
of the project will be the reconstruction of the pedes-
trian creek crossing behind the BrykerWoods Elemen-
tary School. The ACWP will also improve the pedes-
trian creek crossing and address the extreme erosion
problems downstream of the 29th Street Bridge to “dog
park”.

Neighborhood Zoning and Development

BrykerWoods is part of the Old West Austin National
Historic District.  Anyone planning to demolish, move
or remodel a house in BrykerWoods is required to file
an application with the City of Austin Historic Officer,
Steve Sadowsky at 974-6454. The City’s Land Devel-
opment Code (LDC) defines acceptable construction
standards for any zoning category (most of BrykerWoods
is (Single Family) SF-3.  The LDC calls for no more
than 45% impervious cover (which includes area cov-
ered by house, patios, decks, driveways and walkways).
By Ordinance, removal of trees greater than 19” in di-
ameter at a height of 4.5 ft from the ground requires a
permit from the City Arborist, Watershed Development
Review Dept, 974-1876. BWNA is contacted by the City
of Austin for rezoning and variance requests.  In reach-
ing Using the Land Development Code as a guide,
BWNA works with property owners and  the most af-
fected neighbors, to achieve a solution agreeable to all.
For more information, you may access the LDC online
through the BrykerWoods neighborhood webpage
www.brykerwoods.org.  If you are interested in work-
ing on neighborhood zoning issues, please  contact Joyce
Basciano at 454-0207.



Why Become a BWNA Member?

BrykerWoods is one of Austin’s great neighborhoods.
It will always be a wonderful place to live. Right? Well,
that depends on you. Long time residents remember
when a medical office building was proposed for the
corner of 34th Street and Glenview. Then there was the
plan to widen 35th street to six lanes. Do you remem-
ber the medical waste incinerator they wanted to build
on the other side of Shoal Creek? Did you hear the one
about closing BrykerWoods School? These and other
threats to our neighborhood were successfully opposed
by our neighborhood through the BrykerWoods Neigh-
borhood Association over the last 22 years. But the as-
sociation is not only about defense.

BWNA has supported or sponsored numerous forums,
planning meetings, tree plantings, creek cleanups,
Fourth of July parades, the historical district designa-
tion and other activities designed to build community
and improve the neighborhood. Over the last two de-
cades, the neighborhood association has been as active
as the circumstances required and the energies of its
volunteers allowed. Experience has shown that there
will always be new challenges around the corner. For
example, in the next year or two our neighborhood will
be combined with surrounding neighborhoods in a City
sponsored land use planning process that will dictate
the type of land uses that can occur in and around our
neighborhood for years to come. Additionally, transpor-
tation officials are considering changes to MoPac and
it’s entrances and exits. We will need to be actively in-
volved in all of these issues to insure that BrykerWoods
remains (continued)
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the type of neighborhood you want it to be. We all have
different responsibilities, interests, commitments and
family situations that dictate how much we can contrib-
ute at any given time to community activities.

BWNA is always looking for volunteers. But even if
you don‚t have time right to volunteer right now, you
can support the association and your neighborhood by
becoming a member and paying the minimal dues. These
dues support the printing of the newsletter and the main-
tenance of the BrykerWoods neighborhood association’s
website (www.brykerwoods.org) among other activities.
The annual dues for a calendar year (January to Janu-
ary) are only $10 per household ($5 for retirees). Please
complete the form below and join or renew your mem-
bership for 2005 now! Be sure to list your email address
if you have one. We need your participation. Together
we can protect, preserve and enhance the charming
nieghborhood we all call home.

Michael Curry (founding BWNA member)

Interested in advertising in the next
Bryker Woods Herald Newsletter?

Contact Edward Tasch (edward@brykerwoods.org) or
Joyce Basciano (454-0207) for pricing and availability.
The next BWNA Herald Newsletter is scheduled for
delivery in Summer 2005!
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Check Out the brykerwoods.org Website

Did you know that BrykerWoods has its very own
website? At the website learn of the latest news and
neighborhood issues. More detailed information on
MoPac, neighborhood "cut through" traffic and the
Old West Austin Historic District initiative may be
found at  the website. Historical information
accompanied by maps & photographs of BrykerWoods
may also be found at the website! The website features
a neighborhood discussion group or ”forum” made
available to promote communication of neighborhood
issues between BrykerWoods residents. Membership
forms to the BrykerWoods Neighborhood Association
may be found at the website too. So create a browser
bookmark today at www.brykerwoods.org for the
latest neighborhood news and listings of relevant
neighborhood and city hyperlinks!

Neighborhood traffic update & new stop signs

The BrykerWoods neighborhood continues to be ham-
mered with unsafe cut-through traffic. Our neighborhood
streets are narrow and most streets lack sidewalks. In an
effort to improve pedestrian safety for a particularly dan-
gerous area of the neighborhood, TxDOT has installed
all way stop signs at the MoPAC/Northwood interchange.
While the stop signs do add an additional element of
complexity (and inconvenience) to this extremely haz-
ardous neighborhood intersection, the stop signs do slow
traffic. Note that BrykerWoods still has a very serious
problem with this intersection and traffic making use of
the curved ramps to exit and enter MoPAC. The new
stop signs do nothing to decrease the speed of the exit
ramp (and entrance ramp) traffic dumped into the neigh-
borhood. The MoPAC exit and entrance ramps continue
slingshot traffic at high rates of speed into & out of the
neighborhood, directly across designated pedestrian/bi-
cycle lanes. Learn more about the various traffic issues
challenging the neighborhood by visiting the
www.brykerwoods.org website!

Annual BWNA Meeting December 11th
9:00am BrykerWoods Elementary

Come hear Mayor Will Wynn’s presentation
on Mopac noise walls this Saturday!
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