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THE FOURTH of july!
A Magnificent Marching Morning!

Another successful celebration in our terrific neighborhood launched
the summer! Led by the unique classic truck of the Tasch family,
paraders marched the one mile route accompanied by scooters, bikes,
pets and terrific neighbors cheering from their front yards.
We started two new traditions this year: by publishing the parade
route on the Yahoo List Serv (see box on Page 9 for instructions on
how to join), non-marchers could join in the revelry. We also launched
the holiday with a July 3rd Pre-Party where kiddos could decorate their
favorite method of parade transportation.
Truly major kudos to Michele Orr, Annette Graves, our esteemed
BWNA President Sita Lakshminarayan, BWNA Board Members Linda
Godinez, and Derek Barcinski as well as Joyce Basciano and Michael
Curry, who always show up to work early and stay late.

National Neighborhood
Night Out!
Tuesday, October 2nd
6pm – 8pm
Bryker Drive between
33rd and 34th Streets.
Do you want to enjoy great food, terrific company and live music?
Help us plan this great neighborhood tradition. Talent not required –
just email Newsletter@BrykerWoods.org and join in planning fun!

Extra special thanks to Meghan & Doug Browne and John & Pierce
Barton, as well as Edward Tasch and Mrs. Lee Jones, who celebrated
another year leading us in the Star Spangled Banner. BWNA Vice President Irene Pickhardt of Bryker Drive was our lovely Statue of Liberty,
and major thumbs up to The Case Family for amazing costumes.
Bryker Woods on July 4th truly reflects the best of America – patriotism, families, camaraderie, and ice-cold watermelon. Thanks for being
great neighbors!
www.brykerwoods.org
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You Have Questions. We Have Answers.
Can I be a member?
Membership is available to any
individual over the age of eighteen residing or owning property within the BWNA defined
boundaries.
Is my Home or Business
within the BWNA?
Northern boundary: 35th
Street; Western boundary: Loop
1 (MoPac); Southern boundary: Westover Road; Eastern
boundary: Harris Boulevard Oakhurst Street – Shoal Creek.
Can I vote at meetings?
BWNA Board of Directors regular monthly meetings are open
to all Bryker Woods residents or
property owners; however voting is limited to board members
only. Voting at meetings are by
voice vote. No proxy votes are
acceptable. Additionally, it is
generally assumed that when a
member speaks on an issue in
which he/she has a financial or
business interest, the member
shall so declare.

Current Membership Levels
$ 100 Bryker Woods Supporter
$ 50 Bryker Woods Friend
$ 20 Household membership
$ 10 Retiree membership
Any terms of membership?
The annual dues, per household,
required for active membership in the Association, shall be
determined by the Association
Board of Directors. Annual dues
are payable in advance at the
Annual Meeting (typically in
November). Additionally:
Annual memberships are for
one year and coincide with the
fiscal year of the BWNA which
shall begin on the first day of
January and end on the last day
of December in each year.

3211 Funston St., Austin, TX
78703, or you may drop it off in
the drop box on his front porch
(thank you for not putting in
the mailbox). Or, you may pay
using PayPal or Credit Card by
going to www.brykerwoods.org
and clicking on the DONATE
button.
What are the Benefits of
BWNA Membership?
• Stay informed about the NA
and/or topics relevant to the
NA by joining our ListServ on
Yahoo Groups
• Keep up to date with issues
and items that may directly affect you and your family such as
neighborhood crime and safety

All memberships have the same
rights, privileges, restrictions,
and conditions.

• Help support the mission of
BWNA which is to build a sense
of community among its diverse
members and implement goals
designed to promote mutual
interests for all
• Increase your knowledge
and face-to-face activity with
neighbors and gain a sense of
community with others in the
neighborhood

Hillary Bergman
Therapeutic Massage
Specializing in chronic pain relief

• Network and get to know your
neighbors while sharing neighborhood information on safety,
health, and living
• Become stronger and more
collaborative friends with
neighbors (pick up mail or
watch homes when others are
on vacation)
• Three newsletters a year with
event and other wonderful
information about events and
happenings in our neighborhood, such as our annual Picnic
on the Parkway and National
Night Out party

Pay by Mail or Online
Please make the check payable
to: Bryker Woods Neighborhood
Association, c/o Bill Woods,

Mention this ad for $20 off your first visit!

1510 W. 34 th St #206
hbergmanmassage.com
512-921-8500
Texas Massage License #033887

Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association

Support your neighborhood! Join us today!
Yes, I want to become an active member of the BWNA
I am enclosing my 2011 annual dues:
$20 regular household membership

Please renew my active membership

$100 Bryker Woods Supporter

$50 Bryker Woods Friend

$10 retiree household membership

Other $

Name
Address

Phone

Email
Please mail this form along with a check to: Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association, c/o Bill Woods,
3211 Funston St., Austin, TX 78703, or you may drop it off in the drop box on his front porch (thank you for not
putting in the mailbox).
Please indicate your interests below:
Communications/Newsletter

Neighborhood Planning

Neighborhood Parks & green spaces

Social gatherings

Transportation and Sidewalks

Traffic/Safety

Zoning issues

Historic District matters

Nature Club

I/my family would enjoy helping deliver the newsletter or other neighborhood information in my area!
www.brykerwoods.org

www.brykerwoods.org
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Remodeling and
Construction in
Bryker Woods
by BWNA Board Members Derek Barcinski and Anita Sadun

ABOUT DIVINE CANINES

Remodeling a home is exciting, but navigating the planning, permitting, and construction process can be confusing. All remodeling and new home construction in Austin is regulated by the Land
Development Code and the International Residential Code. In addition, a third component can influence proposed projects in Bryker
Woods. Most of Bryker Woods is in a National Register Historic
District (the Old West Austin Historic District), so all residential
demolition, renovation, and construction in this area must be reviewed by the City's Historic Preservation Office. Most projects
will require a hearing in front of the Historic Landmark Commission (HLC). Plans must be submitted to the Historic Preservation
Office three weeks before a scheduled HLC hearing.

Founded in 2004, the organization’s success
is based on two simple premises—one philosophical, the other pragmatic. First, there exists
If you are remodeling or rebuilding, keep athese
things bond
in mind
deep, mysterious
of healing between
humans and their dogs. Second, dog enthuas you make your plans:
siasts comprise a responsible, dedicated and
highly-driven
volunteer
• Contact the BWNA board early in your planning
process
todemographic.
begin

The HLC hearings are held monthly and are open to the public.
They are usually televised from City Council chambers. Notices
of the hearings are mailed to surrounding neighbors and posted in
front of the houses to be discussed, and all neighbors are invited to
submit comments to the HLC, in writing or in person. The Bryker
Woods Neighborhood Association (BWNA) board actively participates in these hearings and offers comments on all projects before
the Historic Landmark Commission.

• Think about how you will protect mature trees, control runoff
from your property, and make the style and scale of your house
compatible with other Bryker Woods homes. Attention to details
such as front porch design, window style, exterior materials, and
Our volunteer
teams consist of a handler and
roof lines can make a big difference. Remember
that neighbors
a dog and together show how they care about
may see all four sides of your house, so don’ttheir
focus
only The
on handlers
the appreciate
community.
and want to share the joy and unconditional
front façade.

Given our commitment to this process, we strongly encourage
neighbors to contact the BWNA board as soon as they are considering remodeling or reconstruction. Meeting with us first makes it
possible to exchange ideas about homeowners’ goals and neighborhood goals, as well as to discuss strategies for making the review
process quicker for all.
Neighborhood goals include considerations that may not be addressed by building codes, such as mature trees, walkable streets,
and controlled runoff. The Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association encourages homeowners and builders to consider the scale,
detailing, and materials of their project within the context of our
existing neighborhood (as described by the Department of Interior
document used to create our National Register Historic District).
Just as neighbors notice the style and distinctive features of homes
as they walk by, BWNA pays attention to these details when working with neighbors and the HLC on projects in the neighborhood.
If you are curious or concerned about planned construction near
your home, you can contact the BWNA board to provide input.
When neighbors are interested, we will facilitate meetings between
homeowners planning construction and their neighbors to discuss
goals and possible solutions to neighborhood concerns.

a conversation about the aspects of your plans that might affect
your neighbors. (Board member names and e-mails can be found
by going to www.brykerwoods.org and clicking on “Bryker Woods
Neighborhood Association.”)

love their dogs so freely give. Divine Canines

teams visit children and adults facing various
• Consider rehabilitating, remodeling, and expanding
your existchallenges, including mental illness, developing home before you decide you need to demolish
a house and
start
mental differences,
physical
limitations and
dementia.
Therapeutic interaction with our
over. Our old Bryker Woods houses have great
bones!

specially trained canines results in emotional
and physical benefits such as improved mood,
• If you decide to demolish an existing home,confidence,
you willcommunication,
need a His-relaxation and
to partner facilities
toric Landmark Commission review for bothtrust.
theVisits
demolition
permitare conducted
multiple volunteer teams and last at least
and the new construction. It will be simplerby
to
wait
until
your
conone hour.

divinecanines.org

divinecanines.org

struction plans are ready before you apply for a demolition permit,
so that you only need to appear before the Commission once.

By working together, we can all enjoy and preserve the charm and
character that drew so many of us to Bryker Woods in the first place.

Derek Barcinski is a practicing architect and has lived in Bryker Woods
with his wife Maureen, two children and a dog named Teddy Roosevelt.
Anita Sadun has lived in Bryker Woods for 21 years with her husband
and children. Her three children are all Bryker Woods natives.

www.brykerwoods.org

www.brykerwoods.org
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Yikes! Oak Wilt?
As you most likely know, oak wilt is a fungus that kills oak trees. Infections have been found in 16 oak species, but no species of oak is
known to be immune. The main period of infection is in the spring.

Great Activity for the Sweltering Days of August

TAKE A NAP!
By David Jacoby

When we were young, the ‘tall ones’ told us when to slow down. When
the demands of the world became too great, their powers of reasoning proved maddeningly accurate. “I think someone’s tired,” they
observed. And off for a nap we went. Ten minutes later, our dreaming faces had put us back in good favor with our exasperated parents.
When we woke, the world somehow made sense again. What kind of
truth might a napping child impart to us? Now we are the tall ones,
living in a complicated world with no one to tell us when to slow
down. The slumbering little one knows the value of not having the last
word, of accepting a minor defeat. It’s so simple. Miss out on something. Put yourself back in your own good favor. The world will wait.

Symptoms can be seen in red oak as early as May. Leaves turn dull
green or bronze, appear water soaked and wilt. They then turn yellow or brown. Damage begins at the tips and outer edges. There is
a very distinct line formed between the green and brown/ bronze.
Symptoms appear throughout the crown and leaves are shed from the
ends of branches. Crowns of trees with oak wilt seldom have uniform
brown coloring as do trees with other issues. The disease progresses
rapidly with red oaks dying within 1 year of disease onset but with
some dying 1-2 months after symptoms appear.
For white oak, symptoms may be the same as for red oak and the tree
may die in one year, but often white oaks die slowly. In trees that
are dying more slowly, symptoms may only appear in and kill 1-2
branches per year. If the fungus is allowed to persist, then the tree
will slowly decline each year leading to its eventual death. Some white
oaks seem to recover from the disease, but still harbor the pathogen
and may spread it to nearby oaks.

for 35 Years!

478-5712
603 W 29th

$3
off
any large
(with this ad)

www.ConansPizza.com
Join our Email Newsletter for Exclusive Offers

By Lee Pitts

We tried so hard to make things better for our kids that we made
them worse.
For my grandchildren, I'd like better. I'd really like for them to know
about hand me down clothes and homemade ice cream and leftover
meat loaf sandwiches. I really would.
I hope you learn humility by being humiliated, and that you learn
honesty by being cheated. I hope you learn to make your own bed and
mow the lawn and wash the car. And I really hope nobody gives you a
brand new car when you are sixteen. It will be good if at least one time
you can see puppies born and your old dog put to sleep.
I hope you get a black eye fighting for something you believe in. I
hope you have to share a bedroom with your younger brother. And it's
all right if you have to draw a line down the middle of the room, but
when he wants to crawl under the covers with you because he's scared,
I hope you let him. When you want to see a movie and your little
brother wants to tag along, I hope you'll let him.
I hope you have to walk uphill to school with your friends and that
you live in a town where you can do it safely. On rainy days, when you
have to catch a ride, I hope you don't ask your driver to drop you two
blocks away so you won't be seen riding with someone as uncool as
your Mom.
If you want a slingshot, I hope your Dad teaches you how to make
one instead of buying one. I hope you learn to dig in the dirt and read
books. When you learn to use computers, I hope you also learn to add
and subtract in your head.
I hope you get teased by your friends when you have your first crush
on a girl, and when you talk back to your mother that you learn what
ivory soap tastes like.

THE

Delivering Pies To

These Things
I Wish For You

There is no known way to save a tree that is infected with oak
wilt. The best thing to do is prevention techniques.
• Detect symptoms early and remove infected trees.
• Breaking root grafts between diseased and healthy trees. You may
use mechanical or chemical barriers.
• Do not prune trees in the spring and summer. Fresh pruning
wounds can attract beetles that carry the fungus.
• If you do need to prune, paint over all tree wounds immediately.
For pictures and in depth information on oak wilt, please see
wwwtexasoakwilt.org
For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist at
512.854.9600. Check out my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com

www.brykerwoods.org

May you skin your knee climbing a mountain, burn your hand on a
stove and stick your tongue on a frozen flagpole. I don't care if you try
a beer once, but I hope you don't like it. And if a friend offers you dope,
I hope you realize he is not your friend.
I sure hope you make time to sit on a porch with your Grandpa and
go fishing with your Uncle. May you feel sorrow at a funeral and
joy during the holidays. I hope your mother punishes you when you
throw a baseball through your neighbor's window and that she hugs
you and kisses you at Christmas time when you give her a plaster
mold of your hand.

Cooking
Corner
Saturday Morning Waffles
Recipe submitted by Thomas Carnegie, Age 6
2 c pastry flour
4 tsp baking powder
1/4 tsp. salt
2 Tblsp. Sugar

2 Eggs
1 1/4 cups milk
6 Tblsp Butter (melted)

Sift dry ingredients together. Beat egg yolks and combine with milk.
Add to the dry mixture, then beat until batter is smooth. Add melted
butter and fold in stiffly beaten egg whites. Preheat waffle iron. Bake
waffles until no steam escapes from iron. Serve with syrup.
Are you under 10 and have a 50 word receipe to share with the
CookingCorner? Email us it at Newsletter@BrykerWoods.org

These things I wish for you - tough times and disappointment, hard
work and happiness. To me, it's the only way to appreciate life.
ENDNOTE: This essay is attributed to Paul Harvey, as it has circled
the Internet for some time now. But, Paul Harvey did not
write it. The true author, Lee Pitts, published the nostalgic
essay in 2000 in the book "Chicken Soup for the Golden Soul."
Paul Harvey does use material written by Lee Pitts from time to time,
and he did read this particular essay (crediting Pitts, of course) during
his September 6, 1997 broadcast.
www.brykerwoods.org
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Booming Bryker Businessman

Shawn Cirkiel

Michael F. Lessner, D.D.S.
Ashley Hopkins, D.D.S.
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Our practice has served the central Austin
community since 1945 with Bryker Wood
neighbor Dr. Michael Lessner leading the
practice since 1993.
For a man who owns 3 restaurants in the hippest parts of Austin
(namely 6th Street and, of course, Bryker Woods) you’d never know
that Shawn Cirkiel came from rural roots. The old farm along a
stretch of Airport Boulevard was his childhood second home, where
his grandparents raised cows and chickens and lived off the milk and
eggs. Shawn’s family focused early on the importance of understanding how and from where food is derived, even churning their own
butter rather than eating ‘store bought’. At three years old Shawn remembers eating raw onions and garlic from the fields. The family were
vegetarians, and even by Austin standards, Cirkiel was “a big hippie.”

things change ... we can help

Before

After

Shawn’s Austin upbringing has been an undeniable influence on his
career that translates into everything he does. “My family has a history of owning local businesses going back to the 40’s. My great-grandpa
was a baker, my grandpa owned a garage on Airport and my parents
had a vegetarian restaurant. My mom was even an original member of
Wheatsville Co-op.”
Family continues to be a strong focus of Cirkiel’s life, which makes
Bryker Woods a natural fit for the husband and father of two young
children. “No matter what the food is, we are creating meals that feed
our families and bring people together.” This focus is reflected in the
eatery’s fabulous Sunday Night Family Dinners, where kids under 12
enjoy complimentary entrees.
What used to be the empty, dilapidated shell of the former Gorbet
Sprinkler Company, then remodeled into restaurant El Arbol, is now
the vibrant new hotspot that everyone in Austin is raving about. “I
got lucky with finding the new space for Olive & June,” smiles Cirkiel.
“The building is beautiful and the location is perfect. We provide what
my staff and I like to eat, much of which we cook for ourselves at our
daily family (staff) meals: Southern Italian fried dishes, pasta without
the fat, beans and potatoes. It’s about creating delicious food and sharing it with those you love.”
Shawn Cirkiel is a classic Austin story: started as this vegetarian farm
kid who became immersed in the food world; worked at restaurants
which became foundations for the Austin food scene; left for culinary
school and enjoyed travelling, but his roots had been dug deep, and
Austin drew him back. “This is still my home, and I can’t imagine it
any other way.”

2907 Duval Street

Monday-Friday 8-6 and Saturday 9-1

472-5633

NEWS FLASH!
Join the List Serv for all the best offerings
of your neighborhood! Whether you need
a recommendation for a plumber, want to
find a running partner, or wish to track
down a lost cat, the Bryker Woods List Serv
is the place to go. Start by going to www.
Yahoo.com. On the left side of the page,
find Yahoo Groups. In the Search Box, type
in Bryker Woods and request to join.
BE SURE to include your street address,
as this network is only for Bryker Woods
residents and not the general public. Questions? Email osote3211 at gmail.com.

Welcome to Bryker Woods, Shawn!
www.brykerwoods.org

2 Blocks from UT Campus

www.brykerwoods.org
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BRYKERWOODS. CLOSE
TO ANYTHING. AND EVERYTHING.
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For those who are looking to become
more involved in our community,
consider serving on a neighborhood
committee. Our current groups include
Safety, Social, Zoning, Neighborhood
Planning, Beautification, and Newsletter
Delivery. Your time commitment is only
as much as you wish to donate, and there
are opportunities throughout the year
to get involved. Contact Bill Woods at
Osote3211@Gmail.com for more details.
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Join us for lunch, dinner or
happy hour on Mondays for half-off
all bottles of wine, all day long.

russellsbistro.com, 512-467-7877
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Be it our close involvement with City of Austin implementation of
the proposed neighborhood plan, engagement with the Historic
Landmark Commission cases in our National Register District,
either demolitions, remodels or new construction within Bryker
Woods, improvements along the Mopac corridor, involvement with
the Austin Neighborhoods Council including engagement with the
C-STRs issue, safety and security concerns within the neighborhood,
publication and distribution of the BWNA newsletter, increasing and
preserving the Bryker Woods tree canopy including beautification of
the Jefferson island, and helping to moderate the Bryker Woods list
serve, our neighborhood offers many opportunities to be engaged in
the process.
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Sita Lakshminarayan is a 4-year resident of Bryker Woods, has served on
the BWNA Board for 3 years, and is currently the President. A practicing
architect, she lives on Bryker Drive with her husband Choudur and their
12-year old mutt Cosmo.

MA

The Board is always accepting nominations for our talent pool and
currently looking for a Board Secretary and a Social Committee
chair. Please contact sita_lakshminarayan@yahoo.com if you are
interested in donating your time and talent on the BWNA Board for
the greater good of our neighborhood.

BU

In this age of social media, its great to know that a real sense of community exists in Bryker Woods through good old-fashioned face
time with our neighbors. The Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association (BWNA) constantly seeks to provide avenues for these real-time
interactions through the highly popular neighborhood social events
including the Picnic on the Parkway, the July 4th parade, and the
National Night Out being planned for early October this year. These
popular social events only underscore for the BWNA Board the importance of the work we do as volunteers in fostering and enhancing
the sense of community and quality of life in our corner of Central
West Austin. But what else does the BWNA Board do?

LA

By Sita Lakshminarayan

43 Camp Mabry
44 Frisbee Golf
45 Foodheads
46 Capra & Cavelli
47 Things Celtic
48 Russell's Bakery
49 Zimmet Dermatology
50 Brick Oven
51 Hillary Bergman Massage
52 Comerica Bank
53 El Arbol
54 Bank of America
55 Med-Savers

28 Tennis Court
29 Medical Parkway Printing
30 Yoga
31 Breed and Co
32 Vulcan Video
33 TX French Bread
34 Brykerwoods Vet
35 Anderson's Coffee
36 Pasta and Co
37 University Cycle
38 Blue Hole
39 Outdoor Theater
40 Snow Beach
41 Laguna Gloria
42 Day Care

19 Seton Hospital
20 St. Andrews
21 Spider House
22 FINO
23 Texas Clothier
24 Dog Park
25 Creek
26 Bailey Park
27 Basketball

1 Kerbey Lane Cafe
2 1374 Live Oak
3 - 10 Bus Stop
11 Greenbelt
12 BW Elementary
13 Central Market
14 Wheatsville Co-op
15 Universtity of TX
16 Draught House
17 Hike and Bike Trail
18 Post Office

E

Friend thy Neighbors,
Know thy Neighborhood.
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www.brykerwoods.org
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