Newsletter of the Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association		
President’s Message
It’s been a long, hot, dry summer with no sign of activity in
the neighborhood cooling off anytime soon. Here are some
ongoing issues that the Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association is monitoring or participating in:
• A single story bank with drive-thrus has been proposed
for the properties previously occupied by the Ironsmith
Gym and the Lucky Food Store at the corner of Jefferson
and 35th Streets.
• The Gorbet Sprinkler property at the southeast corner of
35th and Glenview is being converted into a restaurant
which will provide us with South American cuisine.
• Recently several vehicles parked on Mohle Drive were
vandalized. Please report these and other incidents by
calling 311 (or 911 if the crime is in progress) to file a report. Follow the initial report up by contacting our Austin
Police Dept. District Representative, Ofc. Ricardo Vargas
at Ricardo.Vargas@ci.austin.tx.us or 974-5801 and copying me at JBASCIANO@austin.rr.com, or 454-0207.
Please secure your property as best you can and report all
suspicious activity to the police.
Neighbors frequently ask questions on the status of construction projects and tree removals. The City’s Development
homepage http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/development/default.
htm has links to a wide variety of development issues. The
link “Project Data Search”, https://www.ci.austin.tx.us/devreview/index.jsp, will take you to the AMANDA building project database system. Select “Information Search” to search,
by address or case number, for project permit status. For treerelated information, select “Tree Preservation & Replenishment”. Farther down the Development homepage you will
find the latest link “How to Research Your House”, http://www.
ci.austin.tx.us/development/downloads/research_house.pdf
.  The City’s Historic Preservation Office has provided a 13
page document “Researching Your House in Austin, Texas”
that the history buffs among us will find interesting.
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The Central West Austin Neighborhood Plan focus will
switch to land use and zoning issues on our side of MoPac
this month. Check the meeting schedule at http://www.
cityofaustin.org/zoning/central_west_austin.htm. Please
attend these important meetings. Bryker Woods’ future
is in our hands.
Sincerely,
Joyce Basciano, President
Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association

Fantastic Fourth!!
Thanks to the help of several volunteers and widespread
neighborhood participation, the Annual Bryker Woods 4th
of July Parade was once again a resounding success. The
official number surpassed 200 people with kids, parents and
pets dressed in their Independence Day finery.  Our immediate past Neighborhood Association president, Edward Tasch,
once again led the parade in his antique pickup truck through
the streets of Bryker Woods and back to the school for donuts, gelato, popsicles, juice, and coffee.
A HUGE THANK YOU to our local businesses
Randall’s Grocery, Teo’s Gelato, and Frost Bank for
their generous donations!
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Nifty Neighbor Profile: The Rooster Andrews Family
by Celeste Cooke Hubert
As of this past January,
one of Bryker Woods’
most famous residents
became our neighbor
in spirit only. Until his
passing, Rooster Andrews -- the famous
University of Texas Hall
of Honor athlete, renowned sporting goods
businessman, and largerthan-life personality -lived in Bryker Woods
with his wife, B.J., and
their four children. How
did one of Texas’ most
famous characters land
in our quiet neighborhood?

“It was a wonderful place to raise our four children.
I remember things like they could ride the bus downtown to the movies – and it was such a safe neighborhood that one afternoon it was raining so hard the bus
driver brought them right to our front door! Another
memory that was classic for us was a tradition I started
40 years ago -- Rooster joined me around 10 or 15
years ago -- and that was our nightly walk,” recalls
B.J. “It was one of the most pleasurable things about
the Bryker Woods neighborhood. We could walk most
every evening and see our neighbors and watch the
changes. It was such a safe and friendly place. We enjoyed our long walks many, many times.”
The Rooster Andrews Family may be famous for their
stardom in UT Athletics or their team-friendly sporting goods stores, but in Bryker Woods, they are legendary as being our good neighbors and friends. We
are so blessed to have the head of this wonderful family cheering us on from above.

“Rooster and I met and married at UT,” recalls B.J., with a twinkle in her eye. “We first lived at 804 West 31st Street. When we
saw we’d need more room, Belmont Parkway was just being
developed. We were told it used to be a Dairy Farm! I remember
driving up 29th Street one hot afternoon in 1953, and when we
turned down Oakhurst, we knew we were in an special place.”
There were many hot afternoons to follow, but the Andrews
children found cool comfort in nearby Shoal Creek. “My children could safely wade and catch crawdads in the area known as
the Blue Hole,” recalls B.J. The area became such a pleasurable
place to the family that daughter Betsy took her wedding photos
in the buttercup-filled meadow between the Creek and Bryker
Woods School. When the Andrews family lost their daughter
Susan in 1977, they planted a tree in her memory at that very
happy spot.
“Bryker Woods was a fabulous, fabulous neighborhood,”
crooned the delightful B.J. “Half a block down lived Bill
Campbell, emcee of the children’s television show ‘Captain
Superior’. The Darryl Royals lived right down the street, and
we cheered on the Longhorns to the point of exhaustion! The
Jack McGuires (former head of the Ex-Students Association)
lived down the block, and behind their house there were caves
in an outcropping of land which drops into Shoal Creek. Hippies actually lived in those caves!”

Celeste Cooke Hubert is a Member of the Board of the
Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association and the Editor of the Bryker Woods Herald

Neighborhood Planning Update
The Central West Austin Neighborhood Planning
meetings are going on now. These are the best venues for you to express your views on future neighborhood development. The schedule does change,
so please check times and locations before attending at: http://www.cityofaustin.org/zoning/central_
west_austin.htm.

MEETING SCHEDULE
Sixth Land Use Meeting,
Saturday, August 2, 9am to 1pm,
LCRA Red Bud
Seventh Land Use Meeting,
Wednesday, August 27, 6:30pm to 9pm,
LCRA Red Bud
Eighth Land Use Meeting,
Thursday, September 11, 6:30pm to 9pm,
LCRA Hancock
Ninth Land Use Meeting,
Wednesday, September 24, 6:30pm to 9pm,
LCRA Hancock
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BrykerWoods Neighborhood Association
2008 Membership Form
Yes! I want to join the BWNA

I want to renew my BWNA membership!

I have enclosed my 2008 annual dues for:
$5 retiree household membership

$10 regular household membership

$50 BrykerWoods Friend

$100 BrykerWoods Supporter

Name: _____________________________________________________________
Adress: ____________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________ Email: ______________________________________
Please mail this form
along with a check to
the following address:

Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association (BWNA)
c/o Bill Woods
3211 Funston Street
Austin, Texas 78703

Your piano lessons are

PIANO LESSONS

CAPITAL MUSIC CENPlus Music
Tutor
TER

AFTER SCHOOL
PLAY IN THE PIANO BAND!
FALL SEMESTER STARTS
ENROLL
NOW!
FIRST
WEEK OF
SCHOOL

AUG. STARTING
27TH
FALL SEMESTER
SOON
LOCATIONS
LOCATIONS
HILL
ELEMENTARY
HILL ELEMENTARY
CAPITAL
MUSICCENTER
CENTER
CAPITAL MUSIC
KIKER
ELEMENTARY
KIKER ELEMENTARY
ST.
SCHOOL
ST. FRANCIS
FRANCIS SCHOOL
CALL OR CHECK THE WEB FOR DETAILS

WWW.CAPMUSIC.COM
458-1933

LESSONS
RENTALS
SALES
Since 1988

3 http://www.brykerwoods.org

BWNA_newsletter_August 2008.indd 3

8/4/2008 10:18:55 AM

Vertical Mixed Use
by Jerry Balaka
During the past year, the Austin City Council enacted unprecedented zoning changes of the major transit corridors in
Austin. In our neighborhood, this included 35th Street, 38th
Street and Lamar Boulevard. The overlay changes added a
“V” to the existing zoning -- V standing for Vertical Mixed
Use (VMU).  VMU defines a multi-story structure that combines commercial and residential uses. To encourage VMU
developments, the City has offered to relax some setback
requirements and reduce on-site parking requirements if certain guidelines are met.
Last fall, the Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association was
asked to get neighborhood input on which properties should
be included and excluded from the VMU District Overlay.
Concerns were expressed about the fact that the VMU developments would not be required to provide adequate parking
for their residents and customers, as well as the impact of

multi-story structures on adjoining residences.
At a hearing on May 22, 2008, the Austin City Council accepted the neighborhood recommendation of excluding,
from the VMU Overlay District, those commercially zoned
properties on the south side of 35th Street which abut single
family (SF-3 zoned) properties. Several of these adjacent
residential properties on the north side of 34th Street are also
contributors to the Old West Austin Historic District. Other
properties along 35th, 38th and Lamar Boulevard were included in the VMU Overlay District. The issue of future
development on West 35th Street will be addressed in the
neighborhood planning process.
Thank you to everyone who gave their input on this decision. Area neighbors expressed their views and the Austin
City Council listened. The process worked!

Michael F. Lessner, D.D.S.
Welcomes to our practice

Ashley Hopkins, D.D.S.
Family &
Cosmetic Dentistry
Celebrating our 15th year serving Central Austin
2 Blocks from UT

2907 Duval Street
Campus

472-5633
Please visit our neighborhood business advertisers...
without their support this edition of the Bryker Woods Herald newsletter would not be possible!
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REFLECTIONS
by Elizabeth Stice

My Mother, Priscilla Austin Kirkpatrick, moved us to
Bryker Woods in l949. She was a recent widow and it
was a frightening thing for her to buy a house back then,
because single women in those days were not considered
good risks for a mortgage, so to get one was a great accomplishment.
She worked at Camp Mabry as Secretary to the Adjunct
General of the National Guard, and she liked being close
to work. She had been an Army Colonel’s wife and had
never worked before, but spent twenty years at Camp
Mabry, and practically ran the National Guard. When we
first arrived, the lot behind us was completely empty and
the sun beat into our kitchen. We had no air conditioning
except water coolers in the windows. Later on we got window-unit air conditioners. There were gas jets in all the
rooms for heat and we had a floor furnace which went the
way of all things, as Bryker Woods floods at times.  The
days of central air and heat were very welcome indeed, but
I resisted for a long time thinking I could not afford such a
thing!  Imagine running air conditioning EVERY DAY!  
As the years went by, the lot was finally enclosed, and
a duplex went up behind us. My mother remodeled our
house, and that brought much needed shade. I inherited
the house, and have done my best to keep it going. Mother
used to call Bryker Drive the “Street of Widows.” That
has totally changed now, and is more the street of young
people with quite a few new babies.
The most striking thing about our house was that it was
PINK in the l950s. Pink was the “in” color then, and boys
wore pink shirts, drove pink cars, and painted houses pink.

(continued on page 10)

&YQFSJFODFEOFJHICPSIPPETQFDJBMJTU
BOE#SZLFS8PPETSFTJEFOUTJODF
Linda Godinez
JB Goodwin REALTORS
512.203.7375
lgodinez@sbcglobal.net

Mention this ad for $20 off your first visit!

Hillary Bergman
Therapeutic Massage
Specializing in chronic pain relief

1510 W. 34th St #206
hbergmanmassage.com
512-921-8500
Texas Massage License #033887

BWNA Board Of Directors 2008
Joyce Basciano, President
Derek Barcinski, Vice President
Randy Schrecengost, Secretary
Bill Woods, Treasurer
Celeste Hubert, Newsletter Editor
Cord Dover, Social Committee
Linda Godinez
Michael Curry
Edward Tasch
Harry Mallard
Irene Pickhardt
Margaret Tenney
Polly Lanning Sparrow
Amy Friday

7 http://www.brykerwoods.org

BWNA_newsletter_August 2008.indd 7

8/4/2008 10:18:56 AM

BEEP BEEP!!
Traffic Calming Update
Bryker Woods and our southern neighbors in Pemberton
Heights have one of the highest rates of traffic complaints in
Austin.  After measuring our traffic volume and speed, the City
decided to work with us on a Traffic Calming Plan.  Representatives from both neighborhoods have formed a Working Group
which has compiled a DRAFT plan for our area. To read the
plan in its entirety, go to www.TrafficCalmingProject.org.
…NOW is the time to do it! Austin Energy offers
GREAT rebates and the federal government offers a
tax credit which is scheduled to end at midnight on
12/31/08. Give us a call. Let’s get the ball rolling.

Grand Opening Special
20% Discount on Bootcamp
Prices for One Month!
-ON o 7ED o &RI AT  !- !USTIN 3TATE 3CHOOL
-ON o 7ED o &RI AT  !- 4OWN ,AKE
Have you ever wanted it all in one health and fitness group?
Would you like to hear the newest information and research in
nutrition, physical activity, and fitness?
Join a group of new friends who desire the same goals –
better fitness, health, and fun! Grab your shoes and come
play as we grunt, sweat, laugh and joke together!
Many of us are too stressed and pressed for time to plan
our fitness strategies. Many people leave the thinking and
motivation to Bootcamp for Health. We help you excel and
offer support towards a stronger and leaner you! You need
the right leader and one who cares about you.

Bryker Woods and Pemberton Heights have 3 major East/West
entrances/exits to the neighborhood area, and one minor entrance/exit on the Southeast edge. The Northern edge is 35th
Street (which then becomes 38th), while the Southern edge is
Windsor Road. In the center is the Westover/Northwood connection to MoPac on the West and 29th Street at Lamar on the
East. The minor entrance/exit is Gaston at Shoal Creek which
almost immediately connects to Lamar. Each year it appears
that the commuter cut-through traffic exiting/entering our
neighborhood gets heavier. Although some residents would
prefer to close streets and prevent traffic from cutting through
our neighborhoods, this is not practical. Most residents would
agree that the problem is not that our streets are being used by
residents and commuters alike, but that there are times when
motorists are speeding. Disagreements come when trying to
decide if we truly have a problem, if the problem is limited to
only a few hours a day, and what measures to take.
There are a variety of devices available to ensure traffic calming, which are available in great detail at www.TrafficCalmingProject.org/toolkit.html. In the June, 2008 survey of Bryker
Woods, 101 residents responded and revealed:
76% believed traffic problems exist, and 74% believed we
needed a plan.
70% believed speed cushions will work to calm traffic, with
66% liking speed cushions.

You can have it all! You can have more energy, more
strength, and enthusiastic moods! Learn from one of the
best in the field! Bootcamp for Health is
less expensive than personal training
and offers laughter, friendship, and
community! Why are you waiting?
Leilani Cronin, Ph.D.
Empowered Health, L.L.C.
3201 Beverly Rd.
Austin, TX 78703, 713-907-8448
www.bootcampforhealth.com
Lelani@bootcampforhealth.com
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64% believe something should be installed on 29th Street,
Northwood, and Jefferson.
62% believe that by-pass traffic to other streets will occur
with something done to 29th Street, Northwood, and Jefferson
streets, making the rest of the NBHD worse.
With these responses and others in the Pemberton Heights
Neighborhood, a draft plan was completed and provided in a
follow-up July survey. Fifty-seven (57) Bryker Woods residents responded, and indicated only 58% would vote in favor
of that plan. When you add in the 72 responses from the Pemberton Heights Neighborhood (where only 10 were in favor of
the plan), it is apparent that the majority of the residents within
the two neighborhoods will not support a Traffic Calming Plan
at this time. The overall NO responses are running at 66%.
The majority of the residents in this survey do not like speed
cushions and the closure of the Gaston/Shoal Creek entrance to
the neighborhoods.
Please note that once a final Traffic Calming Plan is drafted,
each household in both neighborhoods will receive a copy of
the plan and a ballot for one vote per household. The City will
implement the final, official traffic calming plan only if 60 percent of those who return their City ballot vote IN FAVOR of
the official plan.  There is no “line item veto” on individual
aspects of the official plan.  We will not have an opportunity to
revise the official plan, if it fails the vote.  We will not have another opportunity to go through the City traffic calming process
for many years. Therefore, your Working Group would like to
ensure that we have created a plan that most of our neighbors
will support.  You have an area representative working for your
specific street; find them at http://www.trafficcalmingproject.
org/representatives.html and email them with your specific solutions or concerns, and be as specific as possible. Your neighborhood’s traffic safety is in your hands!
Randy Schrecengost is a Board Member of the Bryker Woods
Neighborhood Association and Co-Chairman of the Traffic
Calming Project Working Group.

REAL FIT AUSTIN
“REAL WORKOUTS FOR REAL PEOPLE”
OUTDOOR FITNESS CLASSES HELD IN RAMSEY PARK
6AM M/W/F AND 9:30AM TUES/W/F
MEN AND WOMEN OF ALL FITNESS LEVELS ARE INVITED TO JOIN!
SEE WWW.REALFITAUSTIN.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION

BRYKER WOODS STYLE
A Continuing Series on the Architectural Style
of our Homes
Bryker Woods is a neighborhood recognized on the National
Register of Historic Places by the United States Department
of Interior for its historic significance.  While most homes in
Bryker Woods are not noted for their singular architectural
contribution, there is a delightful commonality that combines to create an attractive, vibrant neighborhood. Some of
those common features are:
COMMUNITY:  Walkable streets, front porches and cars in
back seemed ideal to the pre-war planners and builders of
Bryker Woods. In some ways, they were harkening back to
the village of Williamsburg, Virginia where people, not cars
dominated the streets. Unfortunately, changes in automobile
use have changed the aesthetic patterns of the original Bryker Woods -- but not the spirit. This spirit of community still
thrives today as residents show their support for a small local
school, slow streets, and neighborhood gatherings such as
the Fourth of July Parade and the National Night Out.
SCALE: Most original homes in Bryker Woods are similar
in size and height on similar sized lots. While originally
economically driven, that size and scale are protected and
valued today by a number of City development guidelines
including the so-called McMansion ordinance. There is attractiveness to the scale of Bryker Woods and homebuyers
are drawn to it. Speculators are not.
SHAPE: Most homes in our neighborhood have roofs that
are pyramidal (hipped) or gabled (long central ridge). Often,
the underlying geometry is delightfully masked by the asymmetrical inclusion of dormers. This architecture of similarity layered with years of personalization reflects the mindset
of our residents as much as it does the building trends of our
city. Many neighborhoods’ homes are removed and rebuilt,
but Bryker Woods houses tend to be reused and adapted.
MATERIALS: Most of the homes in Bryker Woods are
wood construction with brick or wood drop-siding exterior
walls. The windows are mostly wood double hung with NeoColonial division of “six pane over six panes” or “eight over
eight”. Most windows are set symmetrically in the center
of walls on front facades with looser organization along the
sides. Most Bryker Woods homes are pier and beam, giving
them a slight elevation from the street. Today, well done
additions, remodels and new construction tend to have that
same sense of materiality.
(continued on page 10)
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REFLECTIONS (continued from page7 )

When I finally painted it another color, my neighbor, Jim
Biggs, gave me the “award” for most improved. It is now
time for another paint job, as my neighborhood has become very upscale now.  But, back when we first arrived, it
was called the “new” part of Austin. It was on the “edge”
of town. Priscilla moved many times in her Army career,
but always had to be in the best part of town, being that she
came from Oak Park, Illinois. We came to Austin during
the war, and lived in Enfield, which to Mother was the best
part of town at the time. Like many others, I walked to
Austin High school, down that lovely windy street, past
the Pease mansion and back up it.
My favorite neighbor was Harriet Graham, who lived
across the street in those days. Harriet had polio two times
and spent her life as a paraplegic. Her father had been one
of the builders of Bryker Woods, and we went to see one
of the grander homes he built in old Enfield, where she had
lived as a girl. But she was content in her bungalow with
her mother, who lived for many years caring for her. The
ambulances came and went from her home, even in the
middle of the night, but she remained calm.

My street has changed a lot, and the old neighbors are now
long gone, but the memory of them remains. But I still
miss Harriet calling, saying, “Y’up?”   We joked that our
sewage went back and forth across the street whenever we
had plumbing problems!

STYLE (continued from page 9 )

DETAILS: Most home in Bryker Woods are modest, but
there is a tradition of adding detail and accentuation around
the front doorway. While windows and cornices are well
trimmed, there is very little excessive or unique ornamentation on other parts of the house. It is the front door, the most
welcoming part of the house, where residents show their personality. Next time you knock at a neighbor’s, check it out!
Derek Barcinski is a local architect working with Atlantis
Architects and serving as Vice President of the Bryker Woods
Board of Directors.
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What if there was a great little
wine shop in your very own
neighborhood with a great
selection of domestic and imported
wines, and case discounts, and
what if it had a pleasant wine bar
with great by the glass prices for a
selection of reds and whites that
changes weekly and, shut up,
really yummy food that pairs
really well with the wine … oh
wait, that would be 3500 Jefferson
Ste.101. Tues-Sat 3-11, Happy Hour
3-6 $1 off glasses, 10% off bottles.
Free tasting Sat 3-5. Wineclasses,
private parties or tastings, art
shows, music. Phone 420-9111
Blog vinosityaustin.com
Email vinositywine@gmail.com
WE LOVE OUR TREES - BUT
NO POWER OUTAGES, PLEASE!!
by Michelle McAfee, Austin Energy
Trees are an integral part of life in Austin which provide us
with many pleasures and benefits.  Reliable electric service is
also an essential part of modern life. We count on electricity
from the moment we wake in the morning until we turn off
the lights at night. Fairly often, especially during storms,
vegetation interferes with the ability to provide reliable electric
service to you and your neighbors. This is why electric utilities
are required by law to maintain a clearance between tree limbs
and power lines and electrical equipment.
When tree limbs come into contact with power lines or
equipment, the result can include power outages, fires or
personal injury -- plus it can affect the natural growth of a
tree. To address these issues, Austin Energy has developed a
proactive Utility Forestry program with an experienced staff
of four degreed foresters and an additional nine Certified

Arborists. Our team of forestry experts ensures that all pruning
follows best practices and conforms to nationally recognized
professional arboricultural standards.
Most importantly, all tree work adheres to stringent guidelines
that have been recognized by the International Society of
Arboriculture. Directional pruning and collar cuts are two
examples of this type of work. This also includes scheduling
routine line clearance work around Oak Wilt windows and
painting all oak wounds to minimize the threat of Oak Wilt in
our service area.
Our website, www.austinenergy.com/go/trees, lists a variety
of power line-friendly trees as well as planting instructions.
Remember, the key to enjoying the benefits of trees is to select
the right tree and plant it in the right place. Austin Energy
is dedicated to this philosophy and works with our customers
to implement this throughout our system. In addition, Austin
Energy funds the planting of about 5,000 trees a year throughout
the Austin community.

SAVE THE DATE

The National Neighborhood Night Out is scheduled for Tuesday, October 7th.
Watch the neighborhood website at www.BrykerWoods.org for details,
and plan to come party with your neighbors!
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Allegra Print & Imaging
1800 West 35th Street
Austin, Texas 78703
(512) 451-2679
(512) 458-5329 fax
www.allegraaustin.com
orders@allegraaustin.com

•
•
•
•
•

On

Full-Service Copying - Color and Black & White
Graphic Design
Offset Printing
Mailing Services
Full Bindery Services
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Dry Cleaners Bergman (1510 West 34th Street; www.HBergmanMassage.
(3507 Jefferson; www.WestbankDryCleaning.com).
com).
10:45 am Cross the street and visit your doctor for a quick 6 pm Enjoy a glass of wine and any of the fabulous chefphysical at Austin Regional Clinic (3708 Jefferson; www. prepared appetizers at Vinosity (3500 Jefferson, Suite 101).
AustinRegionalClinic.com).
7 pm Walk around the corner for a five-star dinner at Vin
11:45 am Walk down the new improved sidewalk connecting Bistrot (1601 West 38th Street; www.VinBistro.com).
35th and 34th Streets and stop in for fabulous pizza or 9 pm Walk home!
pasta at Brick Oven Café (1608 West 35th Street; www. Isn’t Bryker Woods the best neighborhood in the WORLD!?!?
BrickOvenon35th.com), world-famous burgers and shakes

12 http://www.brykerwoods.org
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