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Spring is finally here, just in time for Bryker Woods Neighbor-
hood Association’s (BWNA) first annual spring fling, “Picnic 
on the Parkway” the afternoon of April 11th (see Page 3 for 
more details). Coming up on May 27th, Bryker Woods Elemen-
tary School 5th graders, under the direction of music teacher 
Melody Long, will perform an original opera based on the 
school’s history (see page 3). Be sure to attend these fantastic, 
fun, FREE neighborhood events!

Another important Spring event will be the presentation of 
the Central West Austin Combined Neighborhood Plan by 
city planning staff to the City Council in late April or May. 
The Final Open House for the draft plan was held March 4th. 
Participants were asked to prioritize various components of the 
plan and were given an opportunity to make comments on the 
draft plan.

Spring is also a good time for remodeling, building additions, 
and landscaping our homes. As your neighborhood associa-
tion, BWNA can help you understand and navigate the City’s 
permitting process. Bryker Woods is a National Register Dis-
trict so plans for remodeling, additions, partial or full demoli-
tions need to be approved by the City’s Historic Preservation 
Office and Historic Landmark Commission before the permit 
review staff issues your permit(s). This is to help maintain the 

character of our neighborhood, a character that many find so 
appealing. When the permit review staff rejects a permit appli-
cation, an owner may appeal to the Board of Adjustment for a 
variance request if there is a hardship intrinsic to the property 
(excluding financial hardship). In an older neighborhood like 
ours, where many homes were built before the City had codes, 
a proposed plan may conflict with utility easements, setback, 
impervious cover (45%) or scale (McMansion Ordinance) re-
quirements. BWNA understands that many of our neighbors 
moved into Bryker Woods’ smaller homes as a couple, and 
now that you have children you find the need for more ‘elbow 
room’. Again, BWNA is here to help you understand the city’s 
processes, so visit our website and contact us first. 

The milder weather will likely bring more solicitors and graf-
fiti vandalism to our neighborhood. There are helpful hints 
on crime prevention on page 4 , but I would also add that we 
need to be careful about disposing of cartons for expensive 
items such as flat screen TVs or other electronics. Keep them 
concealed on recycle day. Many burglars ‘case’ a neighborhood 
looking for the good prospects before they strike. Let’s not help 
them!  For graffiti, call 311 to file a report if it’s on your own 
property or public property (utility boxes are a popular target). 
If you can, take a photo of the graffiti and email it to central 
west.detectives@ci.austin.tx.us along with your 311 case num-
ber. For any suspicious activity or crime involving a vehicle, 
try to record the license tag number for the police. This will 
expedite their investigation. 

Have a safe Spring and Summer!
Joyce Basciano, President
Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association

spring has sprung in 
bryker woods. 
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solicitors, stolen Vehicles, Ford 
Trucks & broken windows.

noTiCe

On May 27th at 7pm, the 5th Grade students of 
Bryker Woods Elementary will perform a heart-
warming story incorporating the past, present and 
future of our wonderful neighborhood school. The 
story involves modern-day students who are prepar-
ing for a musical performance and find some old 
sheet music that propels them back to 1959, where 
they meet Bryker Woods Elementary students who 
are putting on their own show highlighting the 
20th anniversary of the school. The modern-day 
students believe that they will soon return to their 
present-day time, but instead are propelled into 
the future, where they meet more Bryker Woods 
Elementary students who walk the same hallways 
decades later. Don’t miss this fantastic glimpse into 
our wonderful neighborhood center of education, 
“The Best School In Our Town.”  Daytime dress 
rehearsal performances will be held May 25, 26 & 
27 at 1:30 p.m. All performances are free. This is 
an original opera that is written, composed and 
produced by the 5th grade students. Music Instruc-
tor Melody Long encourages former students to 
send in stories about their experiences at Bryker 
Woods. Former students will be VIPs for the per-
formance. Contact her at 841-2311 or MLong@
AustinISD.org. 

According to our neighborhood APD contact, Officer  Gray, 
solicitors are allowed to solicit until 9 pm unless they are be-
ing aggressive. Solicitors are also not required to wear an ID.

There is something each property owner can do and that is 
post a sign on your property (front door or just inside your 
front property line, since a sign on the door may not be leg-
ible from the right-of-way) stating: No Solicitors (see sign or-
der form on page 11)

We all have the right to tell people to stay off of our own 
property. We do not have the right to warn citizens off our 
streets or sidewalks (public property). If you post a clearly vis-
ible warning to solicitors and trespassers on your own prop-
erty and solicitors choose to ignore it, call 911 and let the 
dispatcher know that someone is ignoring the warning you 
have posted. 

I am assuming (and hoping) that BWNA newsletter delivery 
folks, Bryker Woods Elementary students selling candy and 
Girl Scouts selling cookies will not instigate calls to 911.

It was also brought to my attention that a vehicle was stolen 
from the 3200 block of Kerbey Lane one Saturday evening 
in April. According to the neighbor the driver left the ve-
hicle with the “engine running” in the driveway for a few 
minutes.    

At every APD Commander’s Forum meeting and every time 
we have had the APD visit our BWNA meetings, the Police 
have made it quite clear that we should eliminate oppor-
tunities for crime. Never leave a vehicle while its engine is 
running. Turning the ignition off, removing the keys and 
locking the vehicle eliminates an opportunity for crime. A 
few minutes of precaution can prevent a great deal of grief. 

Important heads up from the APD to all (Ford) F-150, F-250 
and F-350 truck owners. Please take extra security precau-
tions with your trucks. These models are being stolen for 
transport to Mexico where they are modified and used for  
smuggling people into the U.S.

Sick of car windows being bashed in? There is an EASY 
solution: remove everything from your car every evening be-
fore dusk. Pocket change, a nice sweater, even a CD will be 
prime temptation for a thief. If we dry up the supply, thieves 
will move on to greener pastures and FINALLY leave our 
neighborhood alone!

Yes, I want to become an active member of the BWNA        Please renew my active membership

I am enclosing my 2010 annual dues:      $100 Bryker Woods Supporter    $50 Bryker Woods Friend    

$10 regular household membership    $5 retiree household membership      Other $

Name

Address                      Phone

Email

Please mail this form along with a check to: Bryker Woods Neighborhood Association, c/o Bill Woods, 
3211 Funston St., Austin, TX 78703, or you may drop it off in the drop box on his front porch (thank you for not 
putting in the mailbox). 

Please indicate your interests below:

Communications/Newsletter

Social gatherings

Zoning issues      

Neighborhood Planning

Transportation and Sidewalks

Historic District matters     

Neighborhood Parks & green spaces

Traffic/Safety  

I/my family would enjoy helping deliver the newsletter or other neighborhood information in my area!

happenings in the 
neighborhood
Picnic on the Parkway
Sunday, April 11th  5pm – 8pm 1104 Belmont Parkway. Pack your 
picnic basket and blanket and whatever you’re thirsty for and come 
join your neighbors for a beautiful spring evening! The Bryker Woods 
Neighborhood Assocation’s Social Committee will provide hamburg-
ers, hotdogs and all the fixins. This is a perfect location for all gen-
erations – see you there! DIRECTIONS: 30th Street going east dead 
ends into Oakhurst; turn left and curve around Belmont Parkway. 
The Picnic will be at the end of the cul-de-sac. Email newsletter@
brykerwoods.org for more information. Thank you for keeping your 
animals outside the gate during the picnic

A New Business in BW
Kelli Brown, a jewelry designer, and mother Marcia Brown, an interi-
or and architectural designer, opened The Brown Studio at 3407 Jef-
ferson. Originally from Austin, the mother/daughter duo relocated 
to Mexico for nearly 20 years, doing design work that received inter-
national acclaim. Their new studio features furniture created in their 
24,000 square foot hacienda in Mexico, along with jewelry, antiques, 
artwork and interior design services. Visit www.kellibrownjewelry.
com or call 291-7560.

For Your Information... 
The Bryker Woods Islands are officially owned by the City of Aus-
tin. Before planting or erecting anything on an island, please attend 
a BWNA Board Meeting and present your plans so we can help you 
be certain the City will be less likely to come in and undo all your 
hard work! (Your BWNA board meets the fourth Tuesday of every 
month at 7pm at Russell’s Bistro on Kerbey Lane.)

Let’s Hear From You! 
Know a Nifty Neighbor or Booming Bryker Business to profile? Spot 
a blatant error? Love the newsletter? Let us know! Email Newsletter@
BrykerWoods.org with your thoughts, feedback and ideas.

Bryker Woods Elementary 
Presents  Our Very Own 
Operatic Performance: 
Bryker Woods Forever 

want to get in
volved

?

Look here

For those who are looking to become more involved 
in their community, we have an opportunity: consider 

serving on a neighbor-
hood committee. Our 
current groups include 
Safety, Social, Zoning, 
Neighborhood Plan-
ning, Beautification, 
and Newsletter Deliv-
ery. Your time commit-
ment is only as much 
as you wish to donate, 
and there are opportu-
nities throughout the 
year to get involved. 
Contact Bill Woods 
at Osote3211@Gmail.
com for more details.
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1. Of course I look familiar. I was here just last week clean-
ing your carpets, painting your shutters, or delivering your 
new refrigerator.

2. Hey, thanks for letting me use the bathroom when I was 
working in your yard last week. While I was in there, I un-
latched the back window to make my return a little easier.

3. Love those flowers. That tells me you have taste ... and 
taste means there are nice things inside. Those yard toys your 
kids leave out always make me wonder what type of gaming 
system they have.

4. Yes, I really do look for newspapers piled up on the drive-
way. And I might leave a pizza flyer in your front door to see 
how long it takes you to remove it.

5. If it snows while you're out of town, get a neighbor to cre-
ate car and foot tracks into the house. Virgin drifts in the 
driveway are a dead giveaway.

6. If decorative glass is part of your front entrance, don't let 
your alarm company install the control pad where I can see 
if it's set. That makes it too easy.

7. A good security company alarms the window over the 
sink. And the windows on the second floor, which often ac-
cess the master bedroom-and your jewelry. It's not a bad idea 
to put motion detectors up there too.

8. It's raining, you're fumbling with your umbrella, and you 
forget to lock your door-understandable. But understand 
this: I don't take a day off because of bad weather.

9. I always knock first. If you answer, I'll ask for directions 
somewhere or offer to clean your gutters. (Don't take me up 
on it.)

10. Do you really think I won't look in your sock drawer? 
I always check dresser drawers, the bedside table, and the 
medicine cabinet.

11. Helpful hint: I almost never go into kids' rooms. 

12. You're right: I won't have enough time to break into 
that safe where  you keep your valuables. But if it's not bolt-
ed down, I'll take it with me.

13. A loud TV or radio can be a better deterrent than the 
best alarm system. If you're reluctant to leave your TV on 
while you're out of town, you can buy a $35 device that works 
on a timer and simulates the flickering glow of a real televi-
sion. (Find it at faketv.com.)

14. Sometimes, I carry a clipboard. Sometimes, I dress like 
a lawn guy and carry a rake. I do my best to never, ever look 
like a crook.

15. THE TWO THINGS I HATE MOST: LOUD DOGS 
AND NOSY NEIGHBORS.

16. I'll break a window to get in, even if it makes a little 
noise. If your neighbor hears one loud sound, he'll stop what 
he's doing and wait to hear it again. If he doesn't hear it again, 
he'll just go back to what he was doing. It's human nature.

17. I'm not complaining, but why would you pay all that 
money for a fancy alarm system and leave your house with-
out setting it?

18. I love looking in your windows. I'm looking for signs 
that you're home, and for flat screen TVs or gaming sys-
tems I'd like. I'll drive or walk through your neighborhood at 
night, before you close the blinds, just to pick my targets.

19. Avoid announcing your vacation on your Facebook 
page. It's easier than you think to look up your address.

20. To you, leaving that window open just a crack during 
the day is a way to let in a little fresh air. To me, it's an 
invitation.

21. If you don't answer when I knock, I try the door. Oc-
casionally, I hit the jackpot and walk right in.

houses grow with us

Before 

After

Twenty-one Things a burglar won’t Tell you. 
but we will.

Sources: Convicted burglars in North Carolina, Oregon, California, and Kentucky; security consultant Chris McGoey, who runs crimedoctor. com; and Richard T. 
Wright, a criminology professor at the University of Missouri-St. Louis, who interviewed 105 burglars for his book Burglars on the Job.
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Chances are you have driven, walked or biked past one of the 
most famous yards in Austin owned by your neighbor, Deborah 
Hornickel of Oakmont Boulevard. Featured on the September 
2006 cover of Cottage Living magazine, her beautiful land-
scaping and exquisite attention to detail has made this Bryker 
Woods garden a showplace for our neighborhood.

Hornickel bought her house in 1981 not for the grounds, but 
for the great location. “I knew I wanted to be in the city,” re-
members Deborah, “and I have always loved older homes.”  Her 
love of gardening came from her grandmother, Carrie Rogers of 
tiny Palmer, Texas. The design of her new property came from 
a dear friend, landscape architect James David, who coinciden-

The Nifty Neighbor
Deborah Hornickel

tally that same year opened GARDENS right down the street! 

This award-winning property has changed designs through the 
years “as time and money permitted” Hornickel recalls. She 
does the majority of the upkeep herself, recruiting occasional 
help to cover the “heavy lifting.” Hornickel is proud to welcome 
other garden enthusiasts every year as part of the Garden Con-
servancy's Open Days tour, which is scheduled for October 16th 
of this year.

This Bryker Woods landmark has been the scene of countless 
articles, two weddings, and a bridal portrait session that pro-
duced exquisite results. However, Hornickel’s favorite experi-
ence in our neighborhood occurred outside of her garden. The 
original owner, who built the house back in 1946, stopped by 
one day and introduced herself. Her husband had passed away, 
and she was nostalgic about her home from so many years ago. 
She and Hornickel became instant friends, and she later sent 
photos of Bryker Woods back in the days when it was the north 
side of town. The original owner was so proud to see how her 
lovely little house from 1946 was still lovely and being very well 
cared for by its new owner. Thank you, Deborah, for keeping 
Bryker Woods beautiful!

Mention this ad for $20 off your first visit!

Hillary Bergman
Therapeutic Massage

Specializing in chronic pain relief

1510 W. 34th St #206
hbergmanmassage.com

512-921-8500

Texas Massage License #033887
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Protection for You 
and Your Home
If you don't have a gun, here’s a more humane way to wreck 
someone’s evil plans for you. This is so much safer than a base-
ball bat: Wasp Spray! A friend who is a receptionist in a church 
in a high risk area was concerned about someone coming into 
the office on Monday to rob them when they were counting 
the collection. She asked the local police department about 
using pepper spray and they recommended to her that she get 
a can of wasp spray instead.

The wasp spray, they told her, can shoot up to twenty feet away 
and is a lot more accurate, while with the pepper spray, they 
have to get too close to you and could overpower you. The wasp 
spray temporarily blinds an attacker until they get to the hospital 
for an antidote. She keeps a can on her desk in the office and it 
doesn't attract attention from people like a can of pepper spray 
would. She also keeps one nearby at home.

Val Glinka teaches self-defense to students at Sylvania South-
view High School. For decades, he’s suggested putting a can of 
wasp and hornet spray near your door or bed.

Glinka says, “This is better than anything I can teach them.”

Glinka considers it inexpensive, easy to find, and more effec-
tive than mace or pepper spray. The cans typically shoot 20 to 
30 feet, so if someone tries to break into your home, Glinka 
says, “spray the culprit in the eyes”. It’s a tip he's given to stu-
dents for decades. It's also one he wants everyone to hear. If 
you're looking for protection, Glinka says look to the spray.

“That's going to give you a chance to call the police, and hope-
fully get out.”

2009 1B CENTRAL AUSTIN  
MARKET SHARE REPORT

$40,000,000 

$30,000,000

$20,000,000

$10,000,000
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Information taken 
from Austin Board 
of Realtors as of 
12/31/09.

#1 
Moreland
Properties

# 2
Firm

# 3
Firm

$ of Closed 
Residential 
Transactions  

512.905.2000 mobile keesee.tera@gmail.com

Tera Keesee
REALTOR®

23
Celebrating

 years
in Austin real estate

w w w . m o r e l a n d . c o m

Your Bryker Woods Neighbor
Licensed Realtor® since 1994

Austin native specializing in Central Austin

Bryker Woods Resident

Recipient of the Moreland Outstanding  
    Achievement Award

Call me to �nd out the value of your home
in today’s market...complimentary, of course!

Ask Austin!
Is there a City Ordinance against blowing (or raking) 
leaves into the street?  If so, what is the penalty for 
doing that?  I have observed some landscape mainte-
nance crews (particularly on commercial properties) 
just blowing leaves and grass cuttings from sidewalks 
into the street. It seems to me this practice will only 
clog our storm sewer system. What, if anything, can be 
done about this?

Dear Neighbor,
This is considered “Littering” under City of Austin Ordi-
nance 10-5-41, which is in the Public Health and Sanitation, 
Article 3 section. I am not sure if we would have jurisdiction, 
under our Property Abatement rules, or if this is enforced by 
the Health Department, or even Environmental. However, if 
you will report the address to 311, which you can do anony-
mously, we can inspect and determine who is responsible for 
enforcement. As for the penalty, if we enforce this ordinance, 
we would issue a Notice of Violation or written Warning Cita-
tion to the owner, and give them 7 days to abate the violation. 
Under our rules, if a citation were issued for non-compliance, 
the fine could range from approximately $450.00 to $650.00, 
but could be more since I believe the fines have increased.

Thank you for your question, and please contact me should 
you need further assistance or information.

Respectfully yours,
Doug Baggett
Code Enforcement Investigator, City of Austin

BW Neighborhood Plan 
Status Report Update
The City’s neighborhood planning process, which began in 
June 2007, is entering the final critical stage. 

The City Staff has prepared a draft neighborhood plan 
which it unveiled during the first week of March. The draft 
plan captures many of the points the community made 
during the process.  But it falls short in important areas.  
We are working to strengthen the proposed Plan before it 
proceeds to the Planning Commission. We need a strong 
plan to better protect Bryker Woods -- so that it remains a 
great place to live.

By the time you read this, there should be a Planning Com-
mission hearing set. If you are called upon to communicate 
to the Commission or the City Council, we hope you will 
help if you can.

For more information you may consult the City’s planning 
website at http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/planning/neighbor-
hood/cw_austin.htm  or email Michael Curry at mcmedi-
ate@msn.com

2 c pastry flour
4 tsp baking powder
1/4 tsp. salt
2 Tblsp. Sugar

2 Eggs
1 1/4 cups milk
6 Tblsp Butter (melted)

Plain Waffles
Recipe submitted by Thomas Carnegie, Age 4

Sift dry ingredients together. Beat egg yolks and combine with 
milk. Add to the dry mixture, then beat until batter is smooth. 
Add melted butter and fold in stiffly beaten egg whites. Pre-
heat waffle iron. Bake waffles until no steam escapes from 
iron. Serve with syrup.

Cooking Corner



www.brykerwoods.org

10

www.brykerwoods.org

11

1 Kerbey Lane Cafe
2 Champion Live Oak (b1374)
3 - 10 Cap Metro Bus Stop
11 Greenbelt
12 Bryker Woods Elementary
13 Central Market
14 Wheatsville Co-op
15 Universtity of Texas
16 Draught House
17 Hike and Bike Trail
18 United States Post Office
19 Seton Medical Hospital
20 St. Andrews School
21 Spider House
22 FINO

23 Texas Clothier
24 Dog Park  
25 Creek 
26 Bailey Park
27 Basketball (Public)
28 Tennis Court (Public)
29 Gardens
30 Yoga
31 Breed and Co
32 Vulcan Video
33 Texas French Bread
34 Brykerwoods Vet
35 Anderson's Coffee

36 Pasta and Co
37 University Cycle
38 Blue Hole
39 Outdoor Theater
40 Snow Beach (Seasonal)
41 Laguna Gloria Museum
42 Tree Tops Day Care 
43 Camp Mabry
44 Frisbee Golf
45 Foodheads
46 Capra & Cavelli
47 Things Celtic
48 Russell's Bakery
49 Zimmet Dermatology
50 Brick Oven
51 Hillary Bergman Massage
52 Comerica Bank
53 El Arbol
54 Bank of America
55 Med-Savers Pharmacy

Lucky Mart and IronSmith at 
34th & Jefferson is now  
Comerica Bank.

Gorbet Sprinkler Company at 
35th & Glenview is now  
El Arbol Restaurant

Boston Market on Lamar  
Betw. 34th & 35th is now  
Bank of America

Bob Hair Salon at
35th & Oakmont is now  
Blush Bridal Salon

Allegra Printing at  
35th & Lawton is now  
Med-Savers Pharmacy

our bryker woods neighborhood                Changes.....

Bryker Woods “No Solicitation” signs 
will be approximately 2” x 4”, display 
the top left message and routed out of 
an exterior grade material that will with-
stand the elements and be able to simply 
adhere to any mailbox or house siding. 

If you are interested, signs can be pur-
chased by contacting Sean Carnegie at 
sean@lewiscarnegie.com. Depending 
on final quantity, costs of signs should 
be about $25 per sign. Orders must be 
placed and payment received by May 1st 
2010. For more information check the 
Bryker Woods list serve at http://groups.
yahoo.com/group/BrykerWoods

did you know?
Brykerwood has many established trees 
that date back almost 700 years? Learn 
more about trees and all things nature in 
central Texas by participating in the Bryk-
erwoods Nature Club. Find out more at 
bwnatureclub@yahoogroups.com

wanderland
...lost in city limits

eco-hip+artisan+designed+fun gifts in all price ranges 
for your home, kid, pet, bath, garden, body and soul

3419 n. lamar blvd.   371.9929    m-s 10-9 sun 11-7

austin’s coolest new gift store

bryker woods 
no soLiCiTaTion 
signs aVaiLabLe 

unTiL 05/01/10

Welcome family, friends, neighbors,
&  city services.

All others, please...

NO SOLICITATIONS
of any kind.

�ank you and have a great day.

Welcome family, friends, neighbors &  city services
All others, please...

NO SOLICITATIONS
�ank you and have a great day.
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